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PRESENT 
For ſuch as have been 


SICK and are RECOVERED; 
Or a DISCOURSE concerning 


Þ| | The GOOD which comes out 


OF THE 


EVIL of AFFLICTION. 


Being irobnl? Sermons, Preached after 
his being raiſed from a 0 of Languiſhing, 


By. Nathana _ ment, MA. Miniſter of the 
Goſpel. 


'bt, os that thou in faithfulneſs baſt af- 
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and Three Crowns in 'Cheapfide near MHercers-Chappth, 1693, 


FE r19, on, 1 know O Lord that thy Fudements | 
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EST EE 

DEDICATORY. 

To: his: Honoured Elder , .and 


- onely Brother, Mr. Zohn Vin- 
cent of North-hill in the Coun- 


| ty of C ornwall. 5 
Dear Brothet! 
| ae == Hough h you affed to 


| "= '4v F* aretired Life 
{PLE --- Procul negoti- 
Ss 15 ----- Ut Friſca 


WRes 7; [preſume this 
Dedication will not be unacceptable 


to you; ſinte it ſignifies my Re- 
A 3 covery 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

covery from thoſe Diſtempers, which 
T thought would have left you with- 
out a Brother in the World. Ma- 
ny ihdeed were concerned. for the ; 
Deſired and Prayed, that I might 
be ſpared and reflored; I wiſh my 
Pgins may be bleſst and benefici- 

al to them; according | to their 
Hopes - and. Expeclations. They 
are, thank ful to God, that they 
flill enjoy my Labours; -and_ I know 
the reſtoring of my Health, will 
be matter of your T, hanksgtving, 
who are ſo fulls of Brotherly Afe- 
Aion. 'Tis Pitty a Man. of your | 
Learning, 354 and Prudence, 
has not_ appeared in a more: Pub- 

lick Station.... 7ou might have been | 
a more Common Good, more your - 
Countreys. Ornament ,aud Reng- * 
a if your excels | of Mc L 
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ty had not caft a Veil over your 
great. Abilities, 7 take it for 
anted, | that as you have done, 
fo you will till adhere to His 
"Opinion who ſaid ----- Bene qui 
lacuit, bene vixit ----- And = 
you much enjoy your ſelf, 
Dear Brother 1 and which is ons 
nitely better'; may you enjy much 
of God. i* your Bcloved *<oli- 
tude! May" that ſmall Company, 
which. have the Happineſs of your 
Atquaintance's »be directed by your 
Advice, when they. need it; and 
'better d by your Example | And 
may at! thei Gentry in my Na- 
twye Connt"ey: of Cornwal, look 
wpori Mt Debauchery and Wic- 
kednefs, as Brutith; and as much 
: below them; 'as you do! I wiſh 
"the "RENE of Juſtice were. #n your 
Aqgz band; 
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| band; if it were; I perſwade my 

| ſelf, that the Profane who deſerve 
it ; woul feel * the Edge of it ; 
«nd your unblenuſht Life falling 
under greater Obſervation, would + 
make thoſe, that are otherwiſe, a- 
[Famed of the Spots wherewith 
their Lives are ſtained. 

I know you are not a Stranger ' 
to AfﬀMictions of diverſe kinds; 
This Book which TI” here Preſent 
you with; is not improper. for 
your Peruſal. "Tis my Deſire that 
no good: thing may be with- 
held from You or Yours; and 
that all Evils by their 'Sanctift- 
cation to you, may bave their 
Nature quite alter'd, and work 
together for your good! May 
Divine Grace be ſufficient for you ; 
till yore are brought ſafe to the 
: 8 Heayen- 


* The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Heavenly Glory and Kingdom! 
There are: the beſt wiſhes for you! 
that can be ; ; and are the cone 1 
ſtant, daily ones of {1 __ ; 


Your moſt Aﬀectionate Bro- 
ther, and humble Ser- 
vant for Chriſts Sake. 
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Eſpecially thoſe who at- 


tend upon my Mini- | 
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| Ffliion :z3 an Argument 
os mach Diſcourſed of, and 
the thing it ſelf 1s come 


>< 


3/ born unto trouble as 


| '. —-. 4nd yet how few know 
how to improve Afiidtion ſo as to be in- 


deed the better for 7 ! Judgments, 


though dreadful ones, have little amend- 
this Preſent Age. - Rods have been 


Vert in vain; for men have received no 
Correction. Sin is an inveterate and 
flubborn malady hard to be cared; the } 

7. 8”. 77” Un 


TY monly felt, for Man is 
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4 To the Reatlers. 
"| Lea; e between. the. Heart and its beloved 
| fs '4 p : broken.” Simners are 1n- 
J excnſable in notthearing when God ſpeaks to 
them 3 but when” he {mites them, and yet 
they ave as if they were without Sence's 
how 0rd do: they Jhew themſelves both of 
Grace . and; Reaſon !' ' {fi;&50n in this 
. World, 4s 1s Order to amendment; and 
ſo to prevent futhfe: Sorrows .aud. Wrath 
In the next; Aud Happy thoſe who turn 
to Him that" Gmites them ; and are. a- 
fraid of feeling the uttermoſt of Sin's 
deſert and God's diſpleaſure! But they 
who © will not be purged mm the Furnace 
of Affiiftion now ;' but held faſt Deceit 
and »refuſe to - return froue- their evil 
and defirudtive' Ways," ſpall be thrown at 
laſt, into the flaming Furnace of Hell- 
fire, whoſe heat will never end or abate; 
and nnalterable Gonfirmation m IWicked- 
neſs, will be a great part of their Etey- 
nal Myfery. - 

The Word of God commands that the 
Rod ſhould | be heard 5 and how feel- 
ingly does .#f teach ? and bow dull and 
flupid are they who will not learn the 
*fonr of i The deſign of ' this Treatiſe 
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To the Redulers, 


is " make . Aﬀftifion beneficial ” them ? 


that labour under it ; that. they. may. not 


endure a great deal of Sickneſs, Pain, | 


and trouble t#0.no purpoſe: 'GorporaF .Di- 


ſtempers are Spiritual -Phyſickz and this. 
Book ſhews what the Regimen Government, | 
is which they ſhould be under that uſe | 


it; that it miay work well, and' condace 
to the ſoundneſs of the Mind, and the 
Souls Healthinels. 


Now the Proſperity and Health of 


the Soul # beyond all Conception valua- 


ble. Where his Health is ; how clear 


#5 the Fudgment ! how Pure the Conſet- 


ence! How Gonformable the Will unto 


the Will aud; Law of God which. ſo 


Holy, Juſt and Good! How rightly are | 
the Aﬀections placed ! Sin being moſt hated | 
which 15 really moſi hateful ! = the Lord © 


being loved above all, who 1s moſt worthy 


#0 bevovedl Such an. Healthy Soul bas 


a good Appetite anto ſpiritual ' Food, 
is firong to walk. with God and to work 


hard for God, ts ſfirong to reſiſt Temp- 
tations to Evil, and to maintain the com- }. 
-bate with ſpiritual Enemies, and..,to ' 
-Doar Perſecution for the ſake of Kighee F 


onſneſs, 
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To the Readers. 


ouſneſs. Ejnaly, an Healthy Soul is ftrong 
through Faith, Fear, Love, and Patience ; 
7 perſevere in well-doing «lt Glory, Ho 
2, and\Immortality are attained. 

IE thy Souls, 1 wiſh all afflifted 
Over : and' that the following Infirutttons, 
and Gounſels may have a nughty Influence 
and Efficacy this way ! I my Self of late 
have again and again drunk of the bitter 
Cup of Afir&tion. I defere and hope to 
Experience more and more the Medicinal 
Vertue of it !: Aud much good may this 
Cup Gs to all that have it put into thent 
h; 2N A; 0 | 1 GOMLT 

The Text: I handle was the Wy preach 
ed upon, afterI-come out of @ Sick-b 
the Pulpit. - . My deſign in. P "theſe 
DErmous, 1s: that the Fheavry of the Afflivied | 
may be ſtedfaſt with God, after het has 
row, the Rod out of his Hand; and that 
the Rod "may bring forth more laſting 
Fruits of Rigmeduſnels ; a 
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Theſe Books written hy hmiſtorerord wa 
 \thor, are ſold. by. ThayParkhurſt: ar 
the: Bible and Thr& Crowns. at. the 
lower end of Clorapiig,4 near cameeuny 


-.Chuppet.... 
oy ro Walking Vicſts pon all tht 

have heard -chevfel of che Goſpel: 
From. Epb. 4:'r\, -[i'#herefaxe 1he."Priforer of "the 
Lord barerd avs 9, hat: ye val thore by of the; Vi 


" verewitbge are abbey. \\: 
"Keg Sparit 4 Prayer : : 'Or, A Diſcourſe, where. 


Sheet ature, of Prayer 1 the, Ki 
od Ateg; by a IOPeR Y, Pn of of 
Sc bo Seer CGH, ur this Di- 
Reſolved} Brom; we [Praying ab 
Konnters all Praythi and Sapplicktion ine. 
it, 866. 'Upito Which » added;; a[Divection. - 
Pa ap tee wn Giftiof, Prapchiu That = 


nof am [ ; 
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A Heawven or Hel #uþon Earth: . Or, a 'Dic. 
courſe cancerning Conſcience z on AF: 24. 16. 
- wh dd J exerciſe my ſelf to have a Conſcience, 


The True Touchſtone ; which ſhews both! | 
& TT ACS and Nature: Or, « Diſcourſe concerning. 
BAL ming! 
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_ Examination, by which bath-Saints ad Sin- 
ners'may come to know therſeives.  . W hereunto 
' are added ſundry | Meditations relating to the Lords 


"s 
2f Supper. 
be 


The more Excellent Way to Edifie: the Church; \ 
x of Chriſt: Or, a Diſcourſe concerning Love: 
5 | The Deſign of which is to Revive that Grace(now 
 } wnder ſuch decays ) .among ny of aLL 
5 Perſwaſtons.  :/ 5 
3% | #+ The Converſion of the Soul: Ory, a Diſcourſe: 
3, | Explaining the 'Nature of that Cover ior which is 
be 
'0- 


v 


lincerez and Direfting and Perfwading all to ceaſe. br 
their Loving Sin and Death, andto”Furn to God: F. 
and Live; 

"Ar Warning given to Sinners: to prepare for 


hy | Fudgrnent, to Hee from Hrath to come, and turn 
of | from Al Siz; buc efpecially the Sin which does 
i. oft eaſily veſer them, 6 
x. 'Fhe Lirde Childs Catechs the which the : 
- | Principles-of rhe Chriſtian Rebigion are-in plain' 
# Words and ſhort Anfwers laid down, and ſuited 
JS tw the Memories:arid Underftandings of Little 
a Children, Whertinto are added: feveral. ſhort: 
C Hiſtories, ' which-may both pleaſe UL AE thew, ; 
T! as alfo Directions how' to z 
C The Principles of the De@rins of Chriſt: Or, a 
Catechiſm, in which 1s contained the Sum of the 


* Chriſtian Religion; or what isMmeceſſary to be be- 
' #evedand done in order to Salvation, The An- 
'h ſwers being but Seventeen in number ; and in-ve- 

bY plain. Banks, eafie ro be underſtood, | Unto 
which. is added, a Catechiſm for- Conſcience's 
36 wherein 
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wherein the Conſciences of the 7gnorene, the groſ. * 
ly Profane, the Young, the meerly Mortal, and the 
Hypoerites, are examined, in orderto their Inſtru- 
Him and Awakening ; and the Conſciences of the 
foncere Chriſtians -are'tried in ordet to their Peace 
- and Comfort, 0) 
The Saints Triumph over the Laff Enemy: In | 
a Sermon-Preached at the Funeral of that Z-alous ' | %. 
and Painful Miniſter of Chriſt, Mr. Fames Fane-' 
away. Unte which is added, - His Character, His 
fore Confliet beforethe died : And afterwards, His 
Triumphant manner of departing from Earth, to 
the: Heavenly Tnheritance, On 1 Cor. 15.55. O 
Death, where « thy fling ? —— | 
Iſraels Lamentation at the Death of a Prophet, 
Ina Sermon Preached atthe Funeral of that Holy, 
Learned, andPaintul Miniſter of Chriſt, Mr. 7ho-- 
#914: Cawton, And now publiſhed at the earneſt. | 
Defire of the:-Hearers; ' On 1 Sam. 25. 1, Aud 
Samuel! died, : and all the Iſraclices were gathered to- 
gether, and lamented bim: —— 
A Funeral Sermon : Occalioned by the Death. 
of Mr, George Baker. Firſt Preached, and then 
Publiſhed, ar the earneſt Defire;of his Relations, 
On I Pe#. 1. 17, ——— Paſs the Time of your S6- 
journing here in Fear. A | | 
The Great Change : Diſcourſed of in a Fune- 
ral Sermon, occaſiened by the Death of Mers. - 
| AMwths Thompſon, late Wife of Captain William 
Thompſon in Wapping. On Fob 14. TYhui—— 
Als. the gays of my appointed time will 1 wait till 
wy change came. 5 | PR 3 
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The Good of Afﬀiittion. 
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Plalm 1 19, 71: 


It u good for me that I have been afflifted + 
that I might learn thy Statutes, 


Hough I appear hot in the face of this 
Afembly as One riſen from the dead, 
yet as One raiſed from the very brink - 
. _ of the Grave, and am again ſent ro 
| Preach the Word of Lite, the Goſpel of Salva- 
tion, Since I was laſt in this place, I have been 
. brought very near'to - another World; and when 
I had @ clearer view of it, I found that God was 
All; and that all ths World was nothing, leſs 
than nothing and vanity. When Sicknels lies 
heavy, and the /aff Enemy Death, ſeems entring 
in. atthe door; believe me, ther it appears that 
Divine Favour is better than Life z the ſuccours of 
aur. merciful and faithful High-Prieft the Lord Je- 
ſus; the ſupports of his Graces and that Peace of 
God which Pale all underſtanding ; are things of 
real and of the higheſt value, I did not know 
B | but 


ry OY _ as? of $4.4 das -_ 

bo Fi a IS Rt Vo EGS. HAN Got ns 
=  . 5 bes TX 7 

p Y : bs, ap? 6” Ir] 

44-P, - £24 


Fs The Good of Afflition. , 
but that my Work and Life might be-juſt ending ; 
bur thac I might quickly be in-that place, where 
I ſhould {ee Man no mere; nor .Rreach-any-more- 
the Word of Reconciliation. But behold! in 
Anſwer tothe prayers of many, health is. reftored 5 
and my. Sickneſs: will prove good” both toe and 
Jou, it I am more ſaicere in the exerciſe of ; and 
you are more (er;0zes in your attendance upon my 
Almiſtry. | Te 

I have been Once-and again brought back from 
the gates of Death; my obligation is increaſed to 
live more to God ; and to endeayourite.:do more 
- good tothe Souls of men. _ I wiſh theſgenids of my 
life, towards, the concluſion of it, may. be attained 
. more than ever. The dealings of God with me 
of late have-' been + very. remarkabld; I defire 
aright to regard the operation" ef "his hands; and 
wiſely to confeder. "ef... b1s doings; | He has come 
ito my houſe with. a ' Rod in his: hand ; and to 
 64e Member-of "my Family he:.gave a deadly 
blow; pd others: .he has ſftruckdowso.; though 
not quire;, yet; tear to the Grave, 1 my ſelf 
have been. of late twice ſeized. with a Death 
threatming Malady ;, and am there before you all 
to accept the' puniſhment of my iniquity ; whereby: 
infinitely worſe has been. deſerved, 'than. wha: þ 
bave undergone :.T 2/5 the Rod for-the necfab 
healing ftrokds of it, which::I have feir ; and 
great reaſon| Þ have to: proclains\my Chaſtreers 
faithſalneſs and ove; and how: geo 'ris for me 
that 1 have beey affiivtes ©. ot bIO 
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The Good of Aj fiction, 3 


In the: words which I have read ; theſs pang: 
/ cular are obſervable. 

. Here is an Exerciſe ſharp and ſore to Nature; 3 
wa which will put Grace upon <the- Tzyal, and 
prove the truth and frengeh of 1 it; , and this Exer- 
ciſe is: AftiHen, 

2, The Perſon thus MEE 15. kg Plalmiſt, 
who was both Saint and Preacher. Saints are 
aMifted, that they! may be'more rthroughly ſan- 
Qified-:' Preachers: ars- afflicted; that they may 
Preach and labour to better purpoſe. 

3. From whom came the: Plalmilts AfJiQion ? 
the Rod which he -felt was in God's band: 'I'o 
Him he ſpeaks in the "Text 5+ being ſenfible he 
had to ' do with: God 3 and'God had to do- with 
him. Rods, though of fins ering; arc of God's 
making: All birtes Cups, axe of God's on mingling : 
the hind, rhe meaſure, the contiunanceot AMiction 
18 of rhe Lond's 02/1 appoouerperts, "© 

4, The: Je of Affliction . follows ; it iflied 
well'in the Pfalmiſts 8ru/f good ; it made kim 
really. better than he” was before 5 therefore good 
for hint.indeed\ : It was medicinal to bis- Soul ; the 
imvard mam was more reneived; I heart and life 
both very much amended, 

. Here is'a demonſtration ; that AfMiQion was 
thus beneficial to him ; becauſe! in the School- of 
Afiitt ion he karnt God's Starutes better; he learned: 
to prize ' them'; for in the following verſe, he 
preferred them before thouſands of gold and ſoar # 
And a looking _—_— chem: as an invaluable 
Treaſure, 
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Fi The Good of Affliftion. 4 


Treaſure, here is an intimation that he kept them, 
with a conſcientious and afteRtionace care and di 
ligence, 


I raiſe two Doctrines from the words, 


The 4) is, That Saints are affiified for their 
a: 7; SEW | 


The otber is, | That the Rod of God is @ means 
to make bis Word to be the better learned. 


Do#, I. I begin. with the firſt of -theſe Do- 

QArines ; _ :That Saints are affiiied for their 
good; they are- the better and happier tor being 
chaſtened ; Fob 5. 19. Behold, | happy #s the man 
whom God corretfeth z therefore deſpiſe. not'thou the 
chaſtening of the Almyghty,” Chaſtening 1s deſpiſed, 
| if it be lookt- upon +only. as a miſery z which 
has ſo great a gendency to promote our 
happineſs ; Jam. 5, 11. Behold we. count them 
. happy which endure: Te have heard of the patience 
of Job, and have ſeen the: end of the Lord; © 
zbat the Lord is wery pitiful, and of tender mercy. 
Both theſe paſſages bave Behold prefixed to them; 
they ſeem Fes — to carnal reaſon 3 but if the 
Eye of the Underſtanding be opened to look into 
the matter, it will be perceived that Affliction 
and Happineſs are. not. diſþarate, - which never 
meet in the ſame ſubjeft ; che Saints are the more . 
bleſſed the more. they. are- corredted ! Thar 
paſſage may be called a Threatning, becauſe AE 


tion 


The Good of Affliction. 5 
fiction is a puniſhment of Iniquity ; and alſo a 
Promiſe, becauſe Correction ends in Amendment ; 
Pſal. 89. $0; 31, 32,33. If bis Childrrn for- 
ſake. my Law, and walk not in my Tudgments ; If 
they break my Statutes, and keep not my Com- 
mandments ; then will { wiſit their Tranſpreſſion 
with a Rod, . and their Iniquity with Stripes : 
Nevertheleſs my loving-kinuneſs will 1 not utter- 
ly take from him, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs 
20 fail. 


In the handling of this Doctrine I ſhall, 
Firft, Demonſtrate the Truth of it by ſeveral 
Arguments. 
' Secondly, 1 ſhall fpecifie 2vbat that good 1s 
which accrews to the Saints by Affliction; 
Thirdly, Conclude with the Application, . 


 - In the firſtplace I am to demonſtrate that Saints 
are afflicted for their-good. 

The Arguments demonſtrating this, are theſe, 

1. Afflictions are of God's own ſending, whoſe 
goodneſs is manifeſted in the ſending of them, 
The AfMictions which the Saints feel, are or- 
dered in Heaven for them, Fob regards not fo 
much the malice of Satan, nor the injuſtice and 
violence of Man, in that fore Calamity which 
ſo ſuddenly fell upon him; but his Eye 
looks as high as God in it; Fob 1, 21. The Lord 
has taken away z bleſſed be the Name of the Lord! 
Well may. he be blefſed ; for the Lord ceaſes not 
fo be good to his People when he takes a Rod into 
B 3 his 


6 The Good of Affliction. 
his band to beat them, Afﬀictions in Scripture 
are compared to Waters; and theſe Waters come 
out of Paradiſe, and ſavour of it. © Give me leave 
to ſearch the Springs of theſe Waters, and trace 
them to the Fountain head g and upon due ſearch 
it will be faund that they flow from the” true 
love, the wiſeſt care, the greateſt faithfulneſs, 

1. The SaintsAfflictions flow from the trueſt lowe; 
Heb.12.6. Whomthe Lord loves,be chaftens ; and 
ſeourgeth every Son avhom he receipes, Now Tos 
kens of Love, are to bereckoned among the good 
things, not the evil. The Lord chaftens his Chil- 
dren whom he- delights n ; that he may | make 
them more lovely z and his delight in them may 
be the greater. Indeed in Nature *tis otherwiſe ; 
The ſame- Fonntamn caumot at the ſame place ſend 
ferth ſweet "Water - and bitter ; Fam. 2.11, Yet 
certain \t 15, that all the ſweetneſſes, and bitterneſſes 
of a Chriſtian, come from one and rhe ſame Foun- 
rain, the Emerlaſting Love of God in Chriſt 
Jefus. | | 
' 2. The Sgints Afflidtions flow from 'the 24/e/f 
care, God cares for his People, 'and bids them 
caft all their care upon him; 1 Pe, 5. 7. Caſting 
all your care npbn bim, for be careth for you, When 
Nebuchagnevzar's conntenance was full of rage; 
and the three Children were threatned with : a 
fiery Furnace {even times heated ; they were con- 
fident of God's-eare's, arid "had faid and flood ro 
it; Weare not careful to afabr thee but-be-t} 
known to thee; wwe will not ſer thy Godsgnor 2wor- 
ſhip the Golden Image thou byft [& up ; Day. 3. 


36, 18. 
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16, 18, Gd care of them »was great -in this 
extreme peril. And he cares for all this Szints ; 
their life, their beach, their comforts are preciozis 

in his Eyes ; and they ſhull*nor- be fouchr, but 
when neceſſity and convenieney \calls for it. - 

3. The Saints Affidtions flow from the greateſt 
fairhfalneſs. The Church id'the very depths of 
trouble cries our, Great 1s ty faithfulneſs ! Jer. 
3. 23- 1 know, O Loyd, fays the Plalmiſt, that 
thy Fudements are right \ and that thou in Faithful: 
neſs baff affiied me ; Pal. 119,'75, The Phy- 
{icians faithfulneſs appears in ' giving very bitter 
Potions, which are a means to fave the Patients 
life. Sharp Aﬀiiions are often neceſſiry to reco* 
ver the health of the S2ul ; divine faithſulneſs is 
manifeſted in this method of recovery, This faith- 
fulneſs of God debates with the Rod when it ſhoors 
forth, leſt it ſhould be roo heavy, and rather make 
an end of, than mend his Children 3 1a: 27. 8. Is 
meaſure when it ſhooteth forth 1 theu wilt debate with 
.# ; be flajetb bis rough Wind in the day of the Eaft 
Wind : For-if both theſe Winds ſhould blow'to- 
gether, the "Saints: might not be able to ftand 
againſt them.” That is the firſt Argument to prove 
the goodneſs of AffliQion ; it w of God's ſending; 
and in ſending of it, his love, and care, and Faith- 
falneſs is maniteſted, x 23 

2. Afﬀflictions are ſent with a defig 2 chat af. 
flifted Saints may be benefired, | He Fd nat »f}F 
willingly nor grieve the Children of Men: The Lord 
ſces they have zeed of it, and therefore they are in 
beavineſs ; Pur when Aﬀfliinn' is as it were. 
B 4 plowing, 
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plowing upon the hacks of the Saints 5 and Jong aud 
deep furrows are made z the Lord at that very time 
is ſowing both I;ght, and grace, and joy z and how 
plentiful will the Harveſt be! P/al,97. 1+, Light 
is ſown for the righteous, and joy for theuprig ht in 
beart ; Heb, 12.11: Chaſtening does yield the 
peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs to 'them. who are 
exerciſed thereby. Earthly Parents are oftentimes 
tranſported with paſſion, and at after their own 
humour and pleaſure.in correQting of their. Chil- 
dren; and then their Children are rather pro- 
yoked to anger, ,and diſcouraged; than amended, 
But hereby it moſt evidently appears;. *tis. good 
for the Saints that they are pied >. becauſe their 
Father, who is the Father of Spirits, does' cha> 
ſtize b1s Childrenfor their profit , that is, their ſpi- 
ritual profit and-advantage,; that they may be 
partakers of his holineſs; Heb. 12.10. And, the 
truth 1s, we are never more profited, than when we 
are moſt ſanttified. 


3.. The AfliQiong of the Saints are. diſpenſed to. 


them through Chriſt: Teſws 3, therefore, they \muſk 
needs be good for-them ; for »orbing | comes to 
them through Hzm, that is orberwyſe,” He has 
born the Saints ſms, (o that they-are neither . con- 
demned nor commanded by them : , He voſtings 
death, before it ſeizes upon any of his. Members ; 
fa.thar.the venom and poiſon of death, which is 
fing45 gone; ;,and death: without a ſting is not to 
'be. dreaded, And Chriſt bas alſo born the Saints 
Stckneſſes and Infirmities; Mat. 8. 17, and ſo the 

£2#ſe of them is remoyed : God does not demand 
. SAL ſatisfaftion 


- 
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ſatisfa&ion to bis Fuſtice in the Afflictions of 
his People; for Chriſt by bis Siffcrings has 
made full Sztisfaftion. He does not exa&t Law 
Payment. of | ther, for Chriſt was made under 
tbe Law, and tuifilled ir, and bare the Curſe 
due to. Believers for.. tranſgreiling of ir, The 
Blood of Jefus Chriſt, how does it: alter ' Afi 
- Rtions!. it _curns them into profitable and heal- 
ing Medicines! Oh Bleſſed Troubles, in which 
Chriſt himſelf Symparbizes with Souls that are 
traubled'! 1/a.63. 9. In all their Afﬀiidions, . be 
was affiicied, and the Angel of his Preſence ſa- 
ved them. *Fis certainly good to be in the 
Farnace, if the Son of God be there with us ; 
to mitigate the heat of it, and to conſume the 
droſs only, while the Metal is ſecured, and pu- 
ried ! | | 
4. Aflictions make the Saints Conformable 
to Chriſt their Head, and *tis never better with 
the Members; than when there is the preateſt 
reſemblance in them ro their Head and Lord. 
He was perfeffed as Mediarour through Suffe- 
rings. At length he ſuffer'd ſo much, that he 
cried out, /t is finiſhed ; he paid a full Price 
for his Churches Redemption ; and made her 
Everlaſting Peace, His Members alſo muſt be 
perfedted in Aortification and Holineſs by Suf- 
ferings alſo theſe help to pull down Pride, 
and Self-confidence to. tame the Fleſh, and.to 
check and kill the Aﬀ4eRtions and Lults of+ it, 
Happy AMiicions! which make afflicted Belie- 
vers more like to their Lord in whom they 
| | do 


xo The Gund of Affliftii 


do believe! In Conformity to Chriſt lies 'our Ex- 
cellency and - Safety. This Conformity is in 
a ſpecial manner defigned, Romn, 8. 2.9. For 
whom he did foreknow, he alſo did.ipredeffinate 
#0 be conformed to the Image of his Sow, that 
he might be the firſt (born among many Bre- 


thren, The Image of the Earthly | Adam is 
' our Shame, the Image of the Heavenly Adam 


1 our Glory. | 


5. The  Aﬀfiictions of che Saints are under @ 


Promiſe that they ſhall work for ' good, The 
Medicines which the great Phyſician, of Souls 
gives to Believers do Work well, as they are 
very proper, ſo very- EfteGtual, Rows, 8. 28. We 
know ſays the Apoſtic, we are aſſured of it by 
Faith, and we find it rrae by Eperience 3 
That ak things Work together for good, to them 
that love God; who are called according to bis 
| purpoſe. God himſeli jill Work along - with 
'Calamities and Troubles of all ſorts, and bring 
forth much good out- of the wery worſt of them, 
They work upon” the' Hearts of | the Saints, 
and better the frame and temper and- Jnchna- 


tions 'of them, They work upon their Tonpues, 


and lay a Bridle 'ypon them ; and 'bring them 
under the Law of Holineſs, Love and Kind- 
neſs; they work upon the Aﬀions; making 
them more agreeable to that Rule, which' who- 


ſvever- walk according* to, ' Peace and Alercy 
ſhall” be upm then.” Nay  Aflitions work no 


tefs than Glory, and when the ApoſHe 'oonfi- 
dered the Weaght and Eternity of -rhat- Glory; 


he 
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| The Gord of Afifiion. © na 
he made light of ' the | heavieſt AfMiiQions g 
the Benefit is unconceiveably vaſt, that quick- 
ly is reaped from- them, 2.:Cor, 4. 17, For our 
light Affiittion which 1s but for a Moment, 
. worketh for us a far 'more Exceeding and" E- 
ternal weight of Glory, Not that AMﬀflition 
and. Suffeting though for 'Righteouſneſs ſake, 
does deſerve this Glory, but it makes it the 
more Minded 'and Defired, and is a means. to 
make us meet for the Enjoyment of it; and 
the Promiſe is ſure, that it we ſuffer according 
= the Will of Ged, we fhall alfo Reign with 

6, Afﬀictions muſt needs be granted to the 


, Sathts, for they purge ont the worſt evil 'of all ; 


and that is Sin. Oh! w9' $botw duagrants 
out of meaſure ſinful Sin! No Name {o bad as thy 
own No Evil fo greart.as thou art | Let all 7he 
Calamities of the Earth, and all the Miſeries of 
Hell, be put into the One Scale together ; and Sin 
mro: the other ; as Sin is the Cauſe of them all, fo - 


it will outweigh them all, - Tis the abomimnable 


thing which Gods Soul bates;  *T'is the great 
Evil and Enemy whereby "Mans Soul. is ruined, 
How much-is Affliction good for! ſince *cis.a So» 
veraign means, whereby fuch-'an Evil as Sin, is 
purged away, ./ſa, 27.9, By this therefore ſhell 
the: Iniquity of Jacob. be:purged, and thaw. all the 
Frut, '\to take away his Sin,” WIE, 

"7; The Afﬀictions'of -the Saints. are means to 
prevent their Erernal Sufferings in the other World, 
The Rod 3s” of their Fachers own Appointment, 
TEC? 3 iy 
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70 deliver bis Childrens Souls from Hell, Preſant 


Caſtigation prevents Eternal Condemnation, 1 Cor, 


I 1. 32,.. But when we are judged, 2e are chaſt- 


ned of the Lord, that we might not be condemns. 
wed with the World. Not thar, Sin has not 
demerit enough to make us obnoxious'to Suffer-. 
ings in both Worlds; not that Chaſtizement 


makes ſatisfaFion for Tranſgreiſion: But it 
makes rhe Saints ro fly tro the Lord Feſus, for the 
making up of all breaches between God and 
them ; which Sin has made; and 'tis effectual 
to make them truly Humble and Penitent : Now 


Faith and Repentance have the Promiſe of Life 
annexed to them. MWhyſoever believes on the Son. 


of God, ſhall not periſh, but have Everlaſting 
| Fife, Joh, 3.16. And Repentance 4s ſaid to 
be unto Salvation and conſequently not be re- 
pented of, 2 Cor, 7. 10, t 

- $8, Afﬀictions bring the Saints nearer to God; 
and to be near to Him, how good 1s it for them ! 
Pfal. 7 3. 28. God expects a more ſerious ' ſeek- 


ing, .and a nearer approach when he afflits/ his. 


People, Hof. 5. 15.''1 will go and return to my 
Place, till they acknowledge their Offence, and 
ſeek my Face ;, in their Affliction they will ſeek me 
early, And his People Anſwer his' Expectation, 
Hof. 6. 1. They ſay, Come 'and bt us return to 
the Lord, for be bath torn, and he will heal us ; 
he has ſmitten, and he will bind us up. Aflited 
Saints: inquire ' after God, they . come with their 
Penitential Acknowledgments ;- and defire -more 
fully to know wherefore it is that he Contendss 
that 
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that the ' ground'of the Controverſie may be re: 
moved: It « wet that: the Afﬀidted - Saint 
ſpould-ſay;" and with bs. Heart be does ſay it un» 
to God, '1 have born Chaſtiſement, I will not 
offend: any more ; that which] ſee not, teach thou 
me, if ' 1 have done Iniquity 1 will do no-more, 
Job: g4-.-31z 32. All: that is within him now 
yields: unto*God, and being melted in the Fur- 
nace- of Affliction, he defites to be caſt into the 


mould--of his Word, Happy blows !- which 
"tive the Saints to- God, and..ſtrengthen: their 


Reſolutions:'to abide with! God%: Thus have' I 
-- © HEIAG that Saints; 'are- afflicted for their 
good 


} 


In the Second Place, -I am to. ſpecifie that good 
which accrews to the Saints by Affiiftion, v 
I. One';good conſequent of Afﬀfiiftion, .x 4 


' greater Power "of Spiritual Diſcerning, Prov, 


29. I5. The Rod and Reproof give Wiſaom, 
If Mans Rod does ſo, then ic tollows, . that 
the Rod- of - God does 'it much more. Gods 
Teaching accompanies his Chaſtning, and who 
Teaches like him? AMiCtions clear the Eye of 
the Soul; ſo that it 1s more Smgle and Piercing, 
It ſees now: plainly, through the deceitfulneſs of 
Sin, lt ſees the: Worlds - emptineſs and Vanity, 
and an Evd of all its. Perfetion, It ſees. the 
Subtilty of the old Serpent, and how much ; it 
concerns all neither to believe, .nor follow .him. 


Ir diſcerns the Inſufficiency, Weakneſs, and -Hic- 


kedneſe of 'Selfz, and that tis neither to be my: 
 fte 
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ſted in; fought, or! pleaſed, It: ſees. ther: greats 
weſs of that Salvation 'which is in Chrift;” and 
what an _4/-(ufficient and-. Eternal Portion the 
Lord 'Febowab is. And the Afﬀicted - Saints 

Knowledpe of all \this, -is m—_— 'Netional. 
He knows by Experience as well. as Speguladis 
on ithe oil of Sin ;*- and the ANION 
the World is laws to'this Sparitual S. fo 
35 the' Power of the Grace ] Gluift, "In AﬀMi- - 
Riony the" orber World opens, and the Eye books 
into itz and what'a Cypher then 1s. this whole 
Globe of Eartfff and Waters ! 'The Apoſtles 
ourward Man periſhed He was exerciſed + with 
Aflition ; and .what clear -views had he then - 
of things unſeen? 2 Cor. 4- 16, 18, For which 
oanſe we faint not, but though onr- outward 
man periſh; our -imward man is renewed - day 
'by day. While 2# look not at the yhings that 
#6 ſeen, . but at the things that are not (ſeen; 
for "the" thiwgs that © ave ſeem are Tereporal, but 
the things that are mot ſeen are- Eternal, 

"2. Another goed Conſequent of -AMliQion, 
s 4 21ore Pare and tender Conſcience: How 
great a Miſery is it to chave a ſtupid. Conſci. | 

- enice, that is "without or paſte feeling! When a 
man has all his own Guilt, and the Wrath: of God 
abiding upon him; not a Promiſe in the Bible 

y belonging to him, all the 'threatnings full cher- 

© . ged* with Curſes and Woes, quit ready'to be 

4 diſcharged at him: And He- himſelf is 'upon 

the very brink of ' Hell, juſt. ready / ro tumble 
m'every Moment z- and* yet is 4/rogerber hr 
| bl 
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fible of any danger ! Such a: ſenſeleſs Conſcience 
18 a deadly; Sign; 1t- argues" Spiritial Death 

0: | have. full Powder; and Eternal - Death” to 
bei at the door; In the dJeprbs of Deſpair there 
i more-\Probability of: Salvation ; than ' in the 
beighth' of Preſumption, But Afﬀition fartles 
the. Conſecente, how quick 'is its Sight and Sewſe 
then! The Saints have recourſe - to the Blood 
of Chriſt : ts purge their Conſciences from all 
the... Dead\works in which: they. have been for« 
merly employed. Arft' that Blood is ſufficient 
foritheir. Ptrgation aud Peace, Heb, 9. 14. Hew 
nwuch  'more ſhall the Blood of Chriſt, who 


through ' the Eternal: Spirit offered - up himſelf 


without Spot to God's, ' purge your Conſciences 
from dead : Works, to. ferve the Living God ! 


| 


f 


And 'aMlifted Saints are exceedingly afraid of 


making new - wounds in. their Conſciences, ſince 
the Smart of former wounds in their Spirits 
was ſo:. tolerable, Tn 97k 7 — Remem- 
bring my: Afﬀtition and my Miſery, the Worms 
_ as the Gall ; fx; he has them ſtill in 
remernbrance and is bumbled in me, © © 
- "3. Another good Confequent of  AﬀMidtion, 
i the Adoreification- of the Sin" of Pride, Pride 
is's Sin: hateful to God, it ſtrikes ar his Glory 
which. God aims at in every thing ' he does. 
And' Pride is very barifal to man, *tis' the hin- 
drance © of the Help "which Divine Grace 'af- 
fords ; for God who gives Grace to the Ham- 
bh, ſtead of afſiting does reſiſt the Proud, 
Por. 5, 5.. And -zhis- Pride is the forerunner 
of 
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of.. falls into. Sin and Ruine, therefore ſays S- 
Jomon. ' Pride © goes before Deſtruttion.” and. an 
haughty Spirit \befdre'a :fall The::Lord | can- 


not' endure this Pride in | his Saints, and AfMii- 


 Riion, is ſent. to. kill -it + The Troubles: which 


the . J/raclites met "with in the Wilderneſs, 
when; they were encountred with. Fiery Ser- 
pents and Scorpions, and Dronght.; \and many 
other Calamities, the end of them; all was to 
Humble. them and Prove them, and':10 do'\them 
good in the latter end, Deut. 8. 15,16, A 


, Saint who comes out. of  the-Fire of AMiQion 
| with a Meck and humble Spirit; his-high Con- 


ceits and.. Thoughts: of himſelf all-caſt 'down 
ſeeing himſelf co be-nathing, but. what. he. is 
by  the- Grace . of God; this man \ looks «like 
\ Silver coming out of a Furnace of \Earth puri- 
| fied ſeven tumes, and what a ſhining + bright- 
neſs and luſtre 1s upon him, qr? 
.. 4. Another good Conſequent of Aiflition 1s 


& more perfect Subjetion of the whale: XMan to 
God, There is ' a Submiſſion ro Him, by a 
Penitential Acknowledgment of Offences againſt 
him, .and juſtifying of him in his ſevereſ#  Diſ- 
penſations, Neb. 9,33. Howbeit thou art juſt ws 
all that is brought upon ns, for thou. haſt done 
Right, but we have done Wickedly. There is 
a Submiſſion to bis Righreouſueſs, a great ſenſe, 
that *tis by the - Righteouſneſs of One onely.,the 


ſecond Adam ; that the Free Gift, comes . upon 


all that are in him s»to Fuftification of Life. 
Rom, 5, 18. , So Rom, 10, 4. Chriſt i m_ 
0 


The Good. of Affliction, 17 
of the Law for Righteouſneſs to every one that 
beheveth. There is hkewiſe a Subjettion of Body 
and Soul unto the commands of God, which 
reach the whole man, and require ſervice from 
the whole. . And Afﬀliftion quickens Defires af- 
ter Grate, .'to-- keep theſe Ptecepts better ; fo 
that there may' not be 4 wandring from them, 
Pal: 1 ig..10," With my whole Heart have 1 
fought thee, ob-| let me. not -wander from thy 
Commandmenti; Sin's fervice becomes more 1irk- 
ſome, the Law! of: Sin'-more grieyous 5 but the 
Lords ſervice is accounted Ziberry and Life, 
Rot. 6. 22. | But: now: bring made free from 
Sit, and becoge" Servants. t0 \Gad, 'ye have your 
Fruit ' 'unto.. Holineſs; and the. end Everlaſting 
Eife; : » 77h Wh” 7 | 
__ +. 5s Another good: - Conſequent. of. Al/tiQtion 

12 greater. \Exc4ttne(s. and' Spirituality in Duty and 
Obediencer 'ARickiors caties::Sainrs to Eye their 
Hearts mane} which: God does: Eye  Principal- 
I;; - Lip:-kabour, Bodily Exerciſe, outward: Ce- 
r6monies-5\ are perceived to: be; when 4lone, als 
togetheb 1jfipnificant. Attlifted! Saints give God 
their: very. fdearts:; The Sfrength: and Vigour 
ob thein Spire: and AfetFiors 7 Pris very evident 
_ to' them that He' alone is : Worthy of - them. 
And Chriſt, not: Self, has their Confidence; 
Phil; $ 3- We: are: the Ciraunmeoifen, who Wor -- 
ſhopc.God */w. the Spirit 5 rejoite. in Chriſt Fes 
ſug: and: bave ne: Confidence in the Fleſh, Ate. 
_ fifled\/Siinrs Tife up _ Svuls: to God es 

., > ; his 
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his hand they are fafe, and this is the Way 
fo . have them - ſatisfied and fili'd. with Joy , 
P/al. 86. 4. Reoice the Soul of: thy Strvam- for 
unto thee O Lord-ds TI lift up my-+Soul, Du- 
ties to God. are performed with. more. Grace, 
and . Duties to: Man are done with greater: 
regard unto God Flimſelf,” Gods *Approbation” 
1s mcre minded ; andthe Eye being fimgle looks 
not ſo much :at.other things, but aims at this, 
that God in all things may have Glory; which 


7 


indeed of Right -appertains to: Him! -: 


6. Another good” Conſequent* of. © AMidtion 
15:4 more full and comphat 'Vittory\ ower the 
World ; and. act oke God of + it". When 
Sickneſs ſeizeth upon the Saints; the Love of 
the World is hereby ſtruck more dead. The 
World is. oat of Countenance, 'and athamed ow 
to appear ; it's luring ..Power and Charms are 
of poxe. © And: Satan-thes God 'of tit, does not 
ſo much care now - fo offer it. \ Matmmon can 
neither cure the' difeaſed Body, norceaſetthe af- 
flited Mind. - AfﬀMiftion takes-off the fine Mak 

upon Mammons Face, 'and then "tis plainly (ſeen 
how ſorry a Maſter he is; .and how: poor” all 

- his ſtore, The World cannot yield: rue Con- 
tentment to any, for that: little ' while they are 
the 'Inhabitants of it5 and can. anything - of 
ths World be carried away- into: another World? - 

- Ak' no! '1 Tim 6,7: For we brought \nothing 
into this World, and' "tis certam we tau carry 


worbing our. ble that bas moſt of the World, 


> "wane 
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what is "it allo him, when he is leaving the 
World and: all behind him ? 


| Suppoſe the greateſ# Porſſeſſour of Earthly Ri- 
ches, lying upon a Death-bed;, in his fainting 
Firs, and dying: Agonies; lay ſome baggs of 
Gold upon his Pillows, bring in 'the ſweeteſt 
Conſort of Muſick, .ſhew him the coftlicft Rai- 
ment he ever awore ; let a Table be ſpread 
and furniſhe with: the choiceſt Dainties, and let 
the greateſt' Beauties ſtand by him, proflering 
themſelves and their fervice to him. Alas ! 
Alas!' what's a'l this to a Man that is. breath- 
ing out” his laſt Breath; and: ready ro appear 
and give an account of himſelf unto the Judge 
of all? Afiction gives a ſmart Admonition, 
that this World is to be contemned 'in Com- 
pariſon of the better and endurins Subſtance, 
Satan, notwithſtanding his Subtlery, | is caſily 
baffled in AMiction ; think feriouſly of Death 
and Judgment ;' and al that He offers is juſ# 
nothing 5 though he ſhould make as large an 
offer,” as he: did- to Chriſt in the. hour of his 
Temptation, when' he ſhewed him all the King- 
doms of the World and the Glory of them. 


. 7. Another good Conſequent of Aftiition, 

1s. an Increaſe. of Grace; and an abundance of 
the Fruits of Righteouſneſs. Wicked men 7e- 
cerve not Correion, being put into the Fur- 
nace, they are' found, and rejeffed as Reprobate 
Sifover; but the Correftion of the Saints, is 
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the Probation, Avgmentation,..and evidencing 
of the Grace of God; in them, | Faith is tried, 
and by trial 1s ſtrengthned, Patience, Experi- 
ence, Hops: augmented, Rom. 5- 3s 4; 5. Tribu- 
tation warketh Patience , Patteme; Kxperience, 
Experience Hopes. aud Hepes mabeth not ofha- 
' wed, becauſe the: Love of Gd 1 fred. abroad - 
in our Hearts by the Holy” Ghoſt which a gd 
ver ro w., The Lords tender: Compatons 1o+ 
wards his aftlicted Children, exceedingly endears 
him their Father: 16 them ! his :gracmns V ifcss 
His ſtretching forth. his own-Everlafting: Arm. for 
their Suſtentation,; when ready: ta nk under their 
Burthens ; His remembfing Mercy in the greatait 
Severity, Hitz being within call, -and neadineſs to 
bear and help; fills their Hearts with Love, and 
Reſolution ' ta live. and: cleave te him. With 
haw ouch Tenderncfs. and -Compaflion,: does the 
Lord exprefs bimflf rowards fhus afflicted ones! 
Pſal.'6g. 33. Far the Lord: hewreth: the Poay.' and 
deſpiſerb not bis Prifſeners. And - Pſat.. 22. 245 
For he hath not deſpiſed non abhonred the {ffliition 
of the afflited, neither hath be: hid. his Face franm 
him. ; but when: he cried. unta hins be heard. 


Saints are great gainers by Aﬀitftion, becauſe 
Godlineſs' which-is great Gaing. which is. profirable 
for all things, is mote:powerfub than before; 'Fhe 
Rod of Correction by -» Miracle of! Grace, like 
that of Aarons,: Buds: and Bloflbms,. and brings 
forth: the Fruits of Righreouſmes, which ave moſt 
excellent, Ai rare-ſight ie is-indeed to: fee a: mai 
coming . 
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coming: our -of a. bed of Laoguiſhing, or any o- 
ther Furnace: of Affliction 3-more- {ike ro Angels 
in Parit), "more /ike to Chriff : who was Hh, 
Harmleſs, Undefiled, and. ſeparate from Sinners ; 
more ke unto 'God himfeif,, being more exatly 
Righteous in all bis ways, 'and\ more exemplarily 
Holy in all manner of Converſation, 


8. Another good Conſcquent of AﬀfliQion, is 
an hjgh efteem of Time, and affeting Apprehbenſions 
of Death, Fudgmint, and Eternity. ' Affliction 
brings Death within view. © Fobs Calamity makes 
- his Mortality much thought of 5 the things of 
the World had left him; he fpeaks as a man juſt 
ready to leave the World, Job 17. 1, 13,14. 
My Breath « corrupt, my Days are extintt, the 
Graves are ready for me. Tf I wait the Grave is 
my Houſe, I have made my. Bed in the Darkneſs, 
I have ſaid to Corruption, thou ant my Father ; 
and to the Worm, thou art my Mother and my Si- 
fter, He claims kingred ro the” Worms and Cor. 
ruption,” Death'was moſt famihar to his Thoughts; 
and in his Imagmation, the Grave was his Bed 
already, '-* Af? 


Now at Death the Saints conſider, that Time 
comes to @ full fop ; and Fudgnment will follow, 
_ and fix them-in Erermity. It is of great ufe tows; 

when our Thoyphts dwell in Eterwity, before we 
our ſelves-emer upon Eternity; this makes an H- 
i and Happy "Eternity infinitely defireable in "our 
Eyes -And-how doi we book unto Feſws ! throvgh 


C2. whom 


» i % 


monk 4h ormes 


whom Eternal Life is given ! and;;with what 
Circumſpe&tion-is the way of Holineſs -walked in, 
which ends in Life Everlaſting ! Rom. 6. 22, 23. 
Affliction awakens. the Saints care, to. improve 
"Time, \to work while*txs day ; tor it; will be #00 
late to work, when the Night #5 once come; and 
how are they concerned, that there time be nor . 
ended, before Eternity be well provided for ! 


9. Another good Conſequent of AﬀMiiQtion, is 
Serious Diligence to. make the Calling and Election 
fare, When Affliction finds us at uncertainties in 

reference to our Spiritual State, our doubts and 
fears are amazing- and 'tormenting.' Tis ſad for 
a man to look upon himſelf as dying, and then 
to fay, Eg 22 Fe TT 


O animuls vagula blandula, 
ne nunc abibr in loca ? 


: "O my Soul thou art departing bence, but whi- 
ther, oh whitber art thou going > What js like to 
be the place ' of thy Eternal abode, which muſt ne- 
wer be changed ? To be dying and doubting at the 
ſame time 1s very ſad, though we are really never 
ſo.fafe, What is a wellgrounded Evidence of the 
_Love of God in Chriſt, worth -upon.a bed of Sick- . 
neſs? How valuable and comfortable.the Spzrits 
Teft4mony concerning . our Adoption / Now AfMli- 
. ton. puts the Saints upon a more ffricF.and im- 
partial Self-examinations and upon a mare'\thorow 
and-- perceivable turning unto God, - Lam, 3. 

5, © F | 2 39, 49. | 


* . 
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29, 40, Wherefore, doth the living man complain, 
a man for the Puniſhment of bis Sins? Let us 
ſearch and try our ways and turn unto the Lord our 
God. Afﬀlition:makes that Admonirion of the A- 
poſtle to be heeded, 2 Per, 1. To, 11. Wherefore 
the rather Brethren give diligence to make your Cal- 
ling and. El:&jon ſure ; for if ye do theſe things ye 
ſhall never fall : For ſo aw entrance ſhall be admi- 
niſtred to you:abundantly into the Everlaſting King- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chrift. 


When once a Chriſtian has attained unto a 
Senſe and Aſſurance of the. favour of God ; how 
prepared 1s-he for whatever may befa!l him ! He 
can lie eaſie-upon a Sick-bed g..becaufe bs God 
makes his. Bed for him, Plal, 4.1. 3. The Lord 
will ſtrengthen him upon the bed of Languiſhing x 


thou wilt make' all bis Bed in bs Sickneſs, Nay 


the preſence of his God makes him fearleſs in the 
gloomy Valley of the. Shadow of Death, Plal. 23, 4. 
Thowgh I walk through the Valley of the Shadow of 
Death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with me, 


10, Another good Conſequent of Aﬀflition, is 
ſpiritualized Aﬀettions, and a Converſation more 
in Heaven, Saints are caft. down by Ailliction, 
that they may. 7;/e with Chrift and feel the Power 
of bus Reſurrefion more, "That's a leflon, which 
every Rod 1s ſent to teach, Col, 3. 2. Set your 


 AﬀeStion on things abowe, and not on things which 


are upon the Earth, The harder the Ball is flung 
m the ground, it rebounds the higher ; when 
MS © ' God 


Mets of Ae. 3 
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God filings a Saint down with a wighty Hand, his 
Heart ſhould rebound higher towards Heaven, 
imitating thoſe exceilent and faithful Ones ; wie 
confeſſed they were ſtrangers and Pilgrims ow the 
Earth, who declared plainly they ſought a better 
Countrey, than any Countrey on ſe 
they ſought an Heavenly Counre). And God 


Was not aſhamed to be called their God, for he pne- ' 


pared for them aCity. Heb, 11. 13,16. +» 


The Plalmiſt was very much helped towards 
Heaven by Chaſtiſement, Pſal, 73.14. All the 
dey long (lays he) have -1 Ab. plagued, and 
cbaſined every Morning. And though for P” 
while Temptation prevailed, yet at length his 
Fhovghts and Eycsare fixed right, upon that G/c- 
ry promiſed to fuchas give up themſelves to God, 
and to be guided by bas Counſel, V. 2.3. 24. Ne- 
wertheleſs'T am cominually with thee, thou haſt hol- 
dey me by my right Hand. Thou ſhalt guide me 
with thy Counſcl, aud afterward receive me to 
Glary. Aﬀifted: Samrs ftudy and endeavour to 
ſhew forth the Power and Vertae both of their 
Lord's Death and Riſiug again. How ' profitable 
is it-to Dye, -and to be Crucified with him! to be 
Dead to the World and all the Evil of it! And 
how Sweet and Pleafant is it to ' riſe with bins, 
and by earzeſts and foretaſts oof Glory to fit with 
Him un Hcawenly Places, 'Epb, 2. 4, 5, 6. But 
God 2uho' is. Rich”. in Davey for the preat Liwe, 
whenew:h” be loved: ws, Even when 2e 2vere 
dead in Sin bath quickned us topetber with Chriff, 


(by 
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(by-Gyace ye are [aved:) And bath raiſed us up toge- 
ther, and made us ſit together ins Heavenly Places 


in Chriſt Feſus, 


How. :great and good are theſe Conſequents, 
which follow upon Affiiction ! 


I come in the laſt Place to the Application, 


And ſhall begin with ſome Coro!laries drawn 


from the Doctrine, 
If Saints are afflicted for their good, 


I. Hence we may inferr, Affliftions are mot 
Signs of Gods hatred, rather Tokens of ba Love, 
They are the Lot of the Righteows, Plal. 34. 19. 
HMany are the Affiittions of the Righteous, but the 
Lord delivereth them at length ont of 'thems' all. 
They are trained up unger the Yoak ; and bear- 
ing ic well, is greatly beneficial, Man # boriiun- 
z0 Trouble, as the ſparks fly upward, Troubles 
like fparks of Fire are innumerable, which fill the 
few days of the Life 'of Man, Bur thoſe who are 
bor again uſually have more troubles than other 
men. -God.cares for them, Hedges up their way 
with Thorns, which they may be afraid to break 


thorow; into Paths which are deftrucive. Ho. 


2,6. Therefore, behold I- will Hedge uff#hy way 
with Thorns ; and make' a wall, that ſhe ſhall not 
five her Paths, Happy Saints in their Aflidtions! 
who'have both a Thorny Hedpe, and alfo'a "wall 
VIE between 
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between. them, and the. broad Road which lead® 


unto Eternal Perdition ! 


The Saints make an ill Comment upon their 
Aflictions, when they ſay, God cares not for them, 
mor how be deals with them. Several. of :them 
have born the Yoak in their Youth, and have till 
carried it to their Graves, It is (aid of One who 
lately died, that upon his Death-bed being asked, 
How long he had beenill? made this Reply, that he 
had been 111 for fifty Nears together. Chriſt was a 
Man of Sorrows and yet the Son of Gods Love.You 
may be very much beloved.of God, and. yet be 
very much and often acquainted with griefs, 


2: Saints in their Afflictions ſbould not be cenſu- 
red becauſe affiited. . Holy Fob, was Qtript- na- 
ked, .and deprived of all that he had ; and- was 
ſmiccen in h15 Perſon from Head ro Foot ;. yet he 
was truly and erpinently. good, and under all theſe 
Ewils held faſt his Righteouſneſs and Intepricy, His 


Cenforipus Friends were blame-worthy in conclu- - 


ding him an Hypocrite, becauſe of his Sufferings, 
He had a greater underſtanding in-the things..of 
God, a ſounder Judgment, and more Grace in his 
Heart | than they, * The excellent young Elbe 
ſpake right indeed, when he pronounced Fob, a 
man to be juſtified as to his State, Fob 33.32. 
Bur he blames him becauſe in vindicating himſelf, 
he ſpoke that, which 700 much. refleffed upon God 
himſelf, | and therefore tells him, Fob 34. 23. 
That God will not lay upom any Man, not upon 


the 


C 4 > a Jn fads FE ESeris, 3 oO et TO OO TO Ott © WO. 5 Seal hes bo... wa ak” Ts PR OFT ER ne. oO I EE RETD 2-4 © Aro thc 58 

<0 £145 SOLOS 5 Bs AOL WINS WL EIT 407 vr $25 Seo oh hee; $45 Wh 5 Ribas, 7 FEE ao} os 4 2 Sa es '% 

: po £ ro ; as ts . Gf 4 - . by - -v 7 > Id 

-% oY . , % - : Pe $0 
\ abs” 4 , 
. ; 
y 3 4 4 
<4 v Ly 
E G ood 07 4 Con 2 7 
" LI . 
_ G * oF. + 
4a 


the beſt of Men, more-than-"# Right, that he 
ſhould enter into Fudgment with-God, | , 


But as for the other three Friends of Fob, who 
judged Fob unſound in his Religion, becauſe of 
Gods. heavy hand upen him; they are very ſharp- 
ly rebuked, The Lord owns his Servant whom 
they had ſo:cenſured, Fob 4-2. 7, The Lord ſaid 
zo Eliphaz the Temanite, my Wrath « kindled 
arainſt thee and againſt thy. two Friends, for ye 
have not ſpoken of me the thing that # Right, as 
my Servant Job. And they .are commanded to 
make uſe of Fob as an Interceflour for them, thar 
they might not be dealt with. according to their Pol- 
ly, Tocenſure a Saint 1s 5/}, but to cenſure him 
in Afiittion, and only becauſe of Afﬀution is worſe, 
becauſe rhis adds ſo much to his: Affliction, 


2: There 1s;no ground or reaſon for impatience 
inthe Saints, whatever. Affiiftions are their Exer- 
ciſe.. It maybe a check ro impatience, to conſj- 
der,-the ery heft bave deſerved worſe a thouſand- 
fold, than:everithey have ſuffered, but the moſt 
efteual Remgdy againſt Impatience, is the Con= 
ſideration of the Profit of Afiftion, W hy ſhould 
Saints repine and. murmur at that which is ſo good 
for them > When their Father .is humbling, puri- 
fying, and healing of them; when he is carrying 
on the good Work begun in them, towards great- 
er Perfection ; why ſhould they count themſelves 
hardly dealt with ? The Father of Spirits, is nat 
like the Fathers of our Fleſh, Will and Humour _ 
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vham; And they” 


Vorg. If 1 ſay, Twill ſpeak thus: bebold I ſhout 


gn 4. —- 


blow, but what'is for his Childrens: Profir, Heb. 
12, 10. And why ſhould any be impatient ar 
their being Profited "and: Advantaged?: Confide- 


ring the blefſed iffie of the Saints'Troubles; they 


ſhould be born with-all #hankfulneſs; for ſanRtit- 
ed Aﬀiiions are great Promotions, arid hereby 
wiphty advances are made in Heavens way. 


«+ & Tis unreaſonable for the Saints, becauſe of 


their Afii&ions to queſtion Divine Providence, or 
#0 conclude that Religion vain, The Pfalmift 


under the Rod and Temptation together, was rea- / 


dy to draw ſuch Concluſions. Continued cha#?- 
ming made him to think of God, and to ſpeak of Re- 
ſo foiled by the 'Tempter, that bas - Feet were al- 


eroſt gone ; and *cwas hard for him to recover z 


ſtrange kind of 'Language he utters, P/al. 7 3. 
IO, 1T, 1%, I 3, T4, Therefore — return 
bither, and Watevs of d full Cup ave wiung out to 


there Knowledge in the moſt high's* Bebotd theſe 
are the ungodly, who proſper inthe World,” they in- 
ereaſe in Riches $* Verily 1 bave cleanſed my: Heare 
#5vain'and waſht my bands in Inceney;: for all 
the day long have 1 been plagued and chaſtned every 


Bur: at length the Plalmiſt comes 26--Dur(elf, 
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© fend againſt the Genevatinn of thy Children,” And 
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he gives himfelf very bad Words, bur: ſuch as; his 


yieldwg: {bd far to that; . Lemptatian very well dſear- 
vide 2>V.z-h1;22- Thus my Heart was grieved, 
and 1 mas; pricked rar x, > ſa fooliſh was. 1 and 
wnvantts wes as a beaſt before thee. But he is cured 
of: his brutifoneſs,and: ſpeaks like. a Raine coping 
defirts;' after: God above; all things in Heaven 
Earthy, conchudes it gogd to draw near to. God, 
and regodces ing ham as anforagch of his Heart and 
bis Paniiens Yor "| EIS 


FA a Saint never fo much afflicted ;, yet 
{© fre, and comtinue 4 Saints is certainly good for 
him, | and-ai 2v5fe pers. in him... Fob when. fitting 

upon the ground among. rhe, ſhes, full of Boyls, 
nk Sen raping himſelf with s Potſpeard, was {till 
dear to: And. fo. was\ Lazarus ling at the 
Rich min; Gate; dcfiring.} to! be SIS with. the 
Qian rr fall. ow the Rich, ns Table, 
nts under the greatelt raubles can't be na{era 
ble; for God is Theirs, and They are rr 
and:thide very Troubles do forms: their Holineſs 
and-ehix Hap, | 


$: The Proſperity bY the irohed, and their Free: 
dam from: Afi rebion;ſpowld wot raiſe the Saints. Eniuys 
Skntwane frequently temapred, coenvy the wicked 
their good things, and ſometimes rb Enoy \has 
po_ and has been their fault and failing ; it 
proved: their great. both. Si and Torment, 
Ee 4+: [as Envious-ed the, Fooliſh, when: I 
Broſperiny-of the Wicked, hat (Cauion | 
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 $; but needful;, Pfal. $7: 1; Free not''rby ſelf bi 
cauſe of rvil Joey, neither be thou ex'vious at" the 

For kers of que For man thac'is made wiſe 
+0 Salvation, to. be cernvioutrat the Fooliſh; for a 
man” rhat'is enriched with Grace, to be envions ur 
the #orkers of Iniquity,” becauſe of their' Proſperi- 
ty; there is 20 Reaſon at all for ir, Alas! this Prof 

erity of theirs'is* greatly'to their Prejudice, and 
þetps forward: their'Perdition; Prov. 1; $2; The 
turning away or the eaſe of the-fimple-ſhall lay 
them, . and the Proſperity of Fools ſhall deſtroy them. 
And this DeftruCtion is baſtning, and comes 'unex- 
* pectedly, ſuddenly, and''fo' the more” wnavoidably 
upon them,”and *rwil be* utter and* Erernal De- 
ſtruction, Pſal. 73.17; 18, 19. Uniil-1 went in- 
zo the Santtuary of God, then undeyſtood-F: their 
End. Surely thou didſft# ſet "them im ſlippery places, 
thou cafteſt them down. into Peſtruttion : ' How are 
rhey brought into Deſolation"@s in a Moment, they 
' are utterly conſumed with terrours-! CUIES 


*%, 
L 


The greateſt Wealth'and Glory of the Ungod- 
ly; conlidering how ſoon "twill end, and': what 
will folow when it ends ; ſhould not ftir our En- 
oy, but rather our Pitty and Compaſſion ;* tor they 
walk in 2 vain ſhew full 'of vain Confidence, "till 
their Feet go down to Death; and their ſteps take 
bold of Hel. | y book! 


6. To be Incorrigible under Aftliftion ws inexcus 
fable, As '*tis good tor-Saints'ro be afflicted; fo 
all ſhan/d be berrered by Affliction, ?T'id a great 

| Aggra- 


The Good of Afftition. 7f 
Apgravation of 'Sin' to ſmart and bleed and groan, 
becauſe of it, and yet filfro Love it; Tf-Saints 
are \eMi&ted for 'theit Good ; -when' Sinners are 
offi®ed, a great price" s pur into their- hands, 
which*may* be improved to' an Eternal Advan- 
rage:*\ In-"Profperity,” the” Uogodly- are *vſnally 
hardned: in Pride and Exthliriefs© and Wicked- 
neſs; -and*Senſuality ; the Lord not rebuking 
ther; nor-preſently executing Sentence againſt their 
Evil Works, they are apt t0-tbink Him altogether 
ſuch ani one as themſelves. Pfal5 0, 21, and that 
he diſflikes'Sin no more than they do, Whereup=: 
on their Hearts are fully ſet \in them to do Evil, 
Ecclef, 8, 11. 


--But-whetv wicked Ones'are viſited with Trow 
bles, and they feel the ſmart\of the Rod ; God*is 
_ _ really very near them;”and'if they would but cry 
'_ _ tobim/'with their Hearts ; how readily would he 
hear and'tarn them to himſelf,” and turn his anger 
away from them! Fer. 31,18: I have ſurely 
heard Ephraim bemoaning himſelf thus; Thow ha 
chaſtiſed me; and 1 was chaftiſed;, as a Bullock un- 
accuſtomed to the Yoak; turn thou me and I ſhall be 
turned, far thou art the Loyd my God, And ac- 
cording to his defire,' he was turned and inſtrufed; 
he obtained ſure Mercy, and became a dear Son, 
a pleaſant Child, notwithſtanding all his former 
foul Sins*and reproach ful Abdminations, V. 19,20. 
But when Sinners are ſaatten in vain; and receive 
no CorreQtion:: - Nay like Ahaz in their Affliction 
treſpaſs yer more; this Argues a great Love to Sin: 
and 
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Indignation. TFudeh wan frrangely fond of, and 
wedded..io their Jdolntry and-other Wickedneſs, 
when the: Soreff Zndgrpemts could not be a means 
20. dyverce_ them from. ity. Fer, 5. 3, O. Lord are 
not thine Eyes yon: rhe Truth ? Thaw haſt; ſmitten 
them, but they hawe. not gtieved; tham baſt. .conju- 
med them, but they have: refuſed 10'receive.Cotre- 
iow, they have made their. Faces barder than- a 
Rocks they bave refaſed toreeurn, "Tistherbighth 
of Medaeſi to be, Sins Martyrs, and. not..only. to 
ſuffer troable in-this: World; but for the ſake of 
if,, 46 wv/nture burning 10 Hell for evermore |. 


and the wore provokes the Lord 10 Feddouſis 


7. How great is the goodneſs of God, who cans 
1akg the Evil of Afﬀrttion to Work fox good to-bus 
People: Tis the Phyſicians. great art. fo. to tem- 
per: Poyfſon,. as to turn. it into/ a. powerful: and 


 whaleom Medicing.. | What is Eu cieit. fe'f; 


and evil,. and. Defraffive-ito Natare,. (30d does 
take it become 4Yery £00d.'to rhe Saints, and to 
farther. the work of Grace ini them, How ſtrurely 
may ſuch a Gracigas God-be rehed. on 1-who: can 
make the 6rſ# rhiups a: Saint meets Within this 
World; to prove Helps. and Advantages | This 
ppodneſs. of Ged-is: firrly to be believed, admi- 
red; and: confided in ;. and-confideringi the .great- 


Qed from.ir, Much of it ifmanifeited, -and- lewd 
ous gx preſent, and: much more i laid up; for the 
Saititsin-the other World; Pſal;3 1:19, Oh how: 
great #6 thy" goodneſs. which thou baſt-taid —_ | 
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Mii Meteteanite) which - thou! bat" 7 
F-iw- thee, before the Sons —_— ; 
] > of God turns Evikinto: Good 5" 'what 
may be expected from the good things he gives his 
od flo they. do ther 1 how 


in-thy Courts ; we ſhall 
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gre dong Spropelen very ſtrong 
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' Folly is 


ve does not drjvesr away; C 
umed with Fealoufic ; let Saints: therefore be jea- 
of themſelves, left afier Afflitiow their Hearts 


"Fo w—_ -Prono nced 'ypon rok ds falls a 
Fayong arg, : fore; ;his Tears deivſurs 


t rs: | pp, -fell ro'the Ground, but 


z of + them. He 
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* tis 11:0f- Advies' to more. Notorious Sim- 
ers, Whoſe (tandafous Lives witneſs ro the bad- 
__ of their Stite and by their conſtant Evil 
_ "Woths they how they are Children. dbat have no 
_Fawh;, ; "of if thei Sint be not" fo' "apparent fo. 
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Sin your Enemy has found you; and you feel to 
your..Coft and Wo, -that its an Enemy indeed. 
\ Wickedneſs was once. fees in..your: Afomthbs, and 
you did t;de, i5.under your. we's you ſpered it 
and would : dy:ng means F Jah 6 #3 but now in 
your Bowel: tis. turned, a. is the wery Gall 'Y 
hp within you Job 20, Iz, 13, > = 


, 2. Behold: Forks that we michele bwivet * 
ome forth in qnger you; thereis.a Rod.m .- 
his hand, Fact 2 ace;1gnd . he 1stul] ; of jon f 
Indignaxion -gainſt.y you, - And:who £4 [es | 
fore that Indignation ?- Nah. 1,2, God 46 _—_ 
and the Lord Revengeth ,, the Lord Revengeth and 
& furiow; the Lord will take Vengeance on bis 
Adverſaries,- and'reſervveth wrath for bis” Enemies. 
Such Porſbeards of the Earth. as, the. ſtrongeſt and 
ſtouteſt Sinners of. you all, Aare.5 ;cannot d be» 
Fore your Maker, when he --1s Contending with 
you, Ezek. 22. 14-. Can thy Heart endure, or can 
tby hands be ſtrong, when I ſhall deal with thee? 
If the Wrath of a King, be 3s. the : Meſſenger of 

o Death * W hat is the anger.of Him, who's + 
ſb King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, | who doe what 
in the Army of Heawen ar 4 10, rg.the In- | 
babitants of the Hart -_ ad ont cen bu band, 
"nes "7 the; Inha- 


or ſay to bixs, "What 4 
bit ants of he Warld ave 7 rope as, ning 0 | 
ws Dani, 4. 35. Wed WE d 
=, wee * 

\ This Anger of God has ; Almighty" nd Icroliftie | + 
ble & Sree Jpined with 1 w and therefore 1s > :] 
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- The Good of AfﬀliGtion. 37 
fy terrible,- Z/al. go. 11, Who knows the Power 
of thine: Anger 2 even according to thy Fear, ſo is © 
ty Wrath, Though there be never-fo much fear 
and dread of God in the Hearts'of any ; the An- 
ger of God, if ready to fall upon them, deſerves 
all chat fear ; the Devils believe. and feel this 
wrath, and ate apprehenſive of its continuance 
and increaſe, 'therefore'they tremble, Jam. 2. 20. 
See O' Sinner, that the' glorious and dreadful Ma- 
Flty of Heaven and Earth, is angry with Thee in 
Particulgr. Thou' art the man, who haſt bitterly 
whe. him, Thy Iniquiti:s are hateful to him, 

ow if God ix nor at all taken notice'ok ; if his an- 
In is not/atall minded ; nor any courſe or care ta- 
ken to appeaſe it; it will be blown up to the preat- 
ef fierceneſfs, 'and this fire may quickly devour, 
conſume; and having begun with thee, make a 
ſpeedy and utter end of thee. 


""\3;-It concerns"you to fear Him, under whoſe 
Power you are, and who 18 able to deſtroy both 
the Body and the Soul likewiſe, Luk. 12,4, 5, And 
Ifay wnto you-my Friends, Be not afraid of them, 

at Fill the Body, and after that bawe no more 


at they can do'; But 1 will forewary you, whom 
you [ball fear ; fear him who after be hath killed, 
Bath Power to caft into Hell, yea, I ſay wnto you, 
fear bins; © His hands did malee that Earthly Houſe 
of your Tabernacle z and he can bring it zo the duſt 
<q, Your Souls, 'he' can require when be 
pleaſes, and if you.dye in your Sins, your Souls 
. will be doom'd to the place, where other damned 
FF D 3 | Spirits 
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Hoſts; in. whoſe hand you are, 1 i 


. your evil ways, and your doings that were not | od. 
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Spirits are; . and they are loſt beyond, F x4 
band 


poſlibility of recovery, Qh!, [7 : 
ou oroans by making bim your fear and dread ; 
he x4 SY #: and ſecond death .to 
ſoize on you,. Rev. 6. 8. And 1 looked and be- 
hold s P ale Horſe, and his Nam that ſate on him + 
as Death, and Hell followed with bim. Death un 

the K ing of Terrors,. but Hell s ten thouſand times 
more terrible. Oh 1 be afraid of that mighty band, 
which with one blow can both ki/} and damn you 
together. You cannot ſecure your ſelvs by He- 
and 


ding. by Flight, or by Reſiſtance, for Gods Eye is 
a feeing, his Power and Hand is reef 


extends it ſelf, all Heaven and Earth avd Hell over; 
therefore bumbling your ſelves, and muon, 
would be the belt and wiſcſk way chat youcan take, 


now Jour evil ways, and your doings "that bare wot 
been good, Eck, 36. 31- Then ſbgl! ye remempe 


2 ſhell leach your ſelnes in your exon fight for our. 
TROY and Abommations, . Your  : 


of your Tranſgreſſions, is one way:'to. have G 


forget them ; laath your ſelyes, and he will not. 
laath you ; condemning yay. ſclues, 16 the way; 


' Mot to be condemned by him, -* Humble your ſelves 


mn the fight of the Lord, and he will life you up, 
Jam, 4, 10.. Qh, (mite upp yaur thighs andſlay, | 
What bave we done # How:manifel are our Trant: . 


Fn 


greions !. How eighty! are ounSinol, What guile 
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have. we incurr'd! How, movfronſly black and foul 
are our +1 Whar wrath have we provo- 
ked -How bot and low « ptace in Hell have we 
deſerved! Innumerable Evits compaſs ws about ; 
our Iniquities have taken bold upim ms, ſo that we 
are not able to look up; they are morethanthe Hairs 
of our Heads, therefore our Hearts fail ws, Pal. 
6-2 12. See how deceitful pollating and  dammable 
Nature of Sin is; call yourſelves by the right 
c, Fools, foes ts your ſelves; Self-murtbereri 
5s; 1m" giving way to Iniquity,. 
Be utterly diſpleaſed with your ſelves for ſinning 
againſt God, ' and wronging: your own Souls z 
Ke fall out with ol] fon for ever, . . 


_— - 5. Be Jnquifitive whet you muſt do to be ſaved? 

You'that are oxrwardly affiicied; and allo prickt in 
the Heart, and avpanded in your Confeientes ; ſhould 
ka grccermd inquire whether the dobr of Hope be 
' nat yer oper to-you, and: what - courſe you, muſt 
. take to beſoved from Sin and Wrath, and to have 
| your Peace With God: made.” Indeed the Lord 
ſpeaks confoundingly and terribly to wicked umeri 
_ in their Calamity, Prov, 1.26, 27,28, 29. 1 
|, Will laugh at youF Calamity, and. will mock when 
your _=_ cometh; when your fear cometh as Deſola- 
-_ bar  DefruGion as a Whirlwind, when Di- 


cometh pou Fat 
call upon me, uy eas. oo heh 


me early, -but they ſhall not Fad me : Me sf that — 

ET dÞmor chilſe the fear of thi - 

Land, And do. yon acknowledge thar the' Lord | 
D 4 © might 
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might juſtly ſpeak.” ſuch Lang to--y0u ;” but 

thal jet that- theſe ASE. Harem had 
he. cries extoried from theni meerly by. Calaini- 
ty; but had no deſifeto be turned from their Ink- 
quities. . Therefore you that are brought very low, 
by ffi ionzdo not oply'cry to God to durver you 
-— from your-trouble ; bur that be meld al/o purge 
away your Sins far. bis Noe ſake.” Plal, 79,92 
And let nor your Diſconſolate Spirits doubr:.; for _— 
there-s hope.in Iſreal concerning you, ſal. 130! | 
7, 8.. Let Iſrael hope in. the Lord, far.avich the. / | 
Lord there « Mercy, and with bins. « plentecus 
Redemption, and be, wil 0 Yal Wong -<e all bis 
Iniquities. | _ | \.\ 
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. 6, Look upon: God as acceſible and. retoncile- 
ae in. a Mediater, who 's. bus b beloved Sin thi 
Lord: Feſus, - Chriff-has- ſuffered: once for . Sins, 
the juſt for the unjuſt 'that be might bring. men 
#0-Gog, 1 Pet-3. 18, And. God's in Chriſt re- 
conciling the World. to himſelf, noi imputing their 
Treſpaſſes to: them; 2. Cor; $. 19... Now-ther, ſaith 
the. Apoſtle, We are. Ambaſſadors. for Chriſt, as 
though God did Aipumgys you: by ws, we' fray: you in 
Chriſts. flead be''ye- reconciled to. God, God is _ 
mare forward. tobe at Peace with. you, ther: | 
30%, are aware, ... He intreats you'to accept of that | 
DOS: which. you.defire, and ifÞ.;mudb-:nced, | 
; you; ſhall not obtain ;-and if\you value his > | 
org o in : Chrif,-agd intreat- it with;your' whole 

rt; you. ſhall, "nordic under his. Diſpleaſure; 
| F/al. 119, 58. Weg thy favour with.mp 
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_— R_— 's be Ros to me according to th 


add you- willing upon. any terms to have the 
breach made'up betweert God and you ? Do your 


Z confent _ any thing, to do 'any thing, to part 


which he would have you; ſo: Jour 
Sins He, and He'Tours 5-1 God ih Cove-' 
Ed you; and" Facher to'you? Then Tet 
your drooping Hearts revive, for there 2 an Ad- 
woeate- with the Father, Feſus Chrift the" Righte- 
ous, -wbo 53'the Propitiation for tbe Sins of the while 
World," x Job, 2. 1,2, His Blood «ſpeaks better 
things than that of Abel'; cries louder for Mercy, 
than-your Sin can cry for Vengeance, Here you 
- may ſafely venture your Faith, for Chrifts Blood 
1s the Blood of. him) who « Ged as well as man; 
and he is able to reconcile: God and Men together, 
and thoſe men who have'been- never ſo much l/z” 
enated ind Enemies in theit Minds by Reaſon 
wicked Works, Col, 1. 2:2. In your Afflition' 
. ſenſible! of Gods anger ; and: readily” grant he 
juſtneſs of-it'y+but do not -Jook-upon if, - as" not 71 
be appeafed. - If you come to him by Jeſus Chriſt* 
- you will find his Fury all' gone, 1a. 27.'4, 54. 


Fury (isnot 'in we'y let bim take hold of my 


| Serength, that be may make Peace with me, and | 
pts make Poges with me 1 gm 


| K Pray to be ng hw Sim it felt; : 4s /# 
#5 have the offiiting band of God removed. *T'is 
| ani ing ro ehuje iq rather than _— 
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Job a6: 2I- Many þ antes Sinks, (GH hone 
Health teſtored, but the Di 
Souls chey feel not neither i is the. rr of the 
Soul valued, Many a manin Aﬀfliionend Pain, 
docs call upon God, .ſaying, Lord heal -my Body! 
bythe was a man after Gods own Heart, Who 
ifs eee fe mui .0m[deplogs - rnas 
0459/7 Fee, 4Toiche:: 
cried to be delivered from the Plagues of Egypis 
but not from the- hardneſs of his Heart 
did he defire to fear the News of God 3; 
both. his Drowning and. 
been pre pred, ene are ated, Te gra: 
' pray for t Lives; , 
ky n to the Will ng pon £ that ue; ſfroke 
way be removed away from you, The' Plalmiſt 
ays, ja (Sus Pal. 39, 19, 13: Remove. thy 
by Epc Ent {2905 pErac 
P O e me, that 1 may recover 
Syrah + before For from hence, and be ”o 
;Bar before, he had prayed, thathe might 
F bd hevered from Sin, for this was the greateſt 
' Evil, Fe. — And now Lord what wait I for? 
my , Jope @ #Þ Thee, deliver me frons aldmy _—_ 
This be Hapes, this bei Longs, this he 


nation. might 


6 not ſome" only. bur fram 
pp of end, that neiches the guile of Sim wighe 
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uking ; of 70. ys HONgys of bis band ; baye 
AL ; 2s "a Bats” £24 ih [- 


& all your Zeli- 


duel is you continn- 
= 68 Temples, for bunſelf 
cauſy -you.. to -aarky in 4 Y ters 
S Went the Lord- unto the very end, 


dif You that are Natorious Sinnery; are FED 
od does ſend bi Word and heal 


and }-— os you from the Pit of > rt, 
eld beter adviſc you. in-theſe fo owing par- 


jy : Think with yole ſires, f Andi bed 


you off in your into another Wars 3 
Bs Oh! 'whither 4 
all Soul are "Fs hh of; in the _—_ which ey are 


what a 


b* tlc are _ =y into Flr 
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the Dach Ye fee 
is; He as i” | 
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his too Uots, 
anda e we) 

was tormented! Lis is. 
fthon 
bd apainſt God, 'thou hadft been' dealt wit 
an og Br: ſent away with a Curſe into Boe | 
Rels Ha vice £4 of 822 | 
F age? Ping 


"4M Gihire' the Paribie/ an 1 Grad; fe Gud) fox 
ward you. You burthen'd him with yourTniqui-- 
yes, *cis a' wonder he did 'not eaſe. himſelf of the. 
\ Load 7 that, that Word did' nor_"take hold of 
you, Wa, x. 24. Ab! I'will eaſe yue- of my AS 
wetſarics, and avenge "me" of "my Enemies. | He 
night have glorified his Righteouſneſs, Purity,” 
Power, ind Truth, in' your juſt Condemnation. 
and Miſery ; ; bur he has pirtjied-and ſpared you; | 
and ſtill waits to.be Gracious, Now'do not ſhew 
your” ſelves ſuch rebels, as "neither Severity 'nor - 
Gvodneſs will. overcome, as "neither 'fair means, ” 
nor foul will ork nyon and' better, Do not "AR; 

at if you vine delivered "to work Abomination.” 
Thoogh the Þ atience of Got be wonderful, = 


/ 
7 


ibn which 9 
On! Sinner, 
hadft died infhy-V "True W0s and Til 


uh 7: z C God of YffiBion, 


"the gat: Elerel, and when. abuſing it, bringaitgg 
amend; the - following. Fwy Is Greadfu ro | the 


tes. ; TJ IG \ A122 I Ch 
2+ Ranember; tha-Sporing 0 y0u.@. oxping #9 
rae Lord Feſws, - Hei Spring of that the: Pruzrleſs 
"Fig:tree, may; be [pered, and. rried x. little. longer; 
'and. how weſt wi it be, if at lepgth it bring far 
froirwhich di , Whatever. Deliverances, | 
Salyarion , wicked, men ipartgke of; Chriſt.is. the 
Aychor pf.chem, for be'is affirmed to. be ownrp 
TTY r drSge wy the: Saviour of. all men, _though 
FN pr  efpecially of. them «har believe, 
1" Tow. 4. 10.. And 2s, the..Loxd Redeemer * has 
interceded for your ſparing, fo o he offers, a far 
gu Benefit if you will accept it ; to make. Peace 
or.you, to. work true Grace in;you,' to Oper your 
Eyes and 10-turn. you from Dera 70 Light, and 
from the- Power' of Satan 30 God, that go ola re 
ceive; forgiveneſs of. Sins, ..and an Inheritance 
Fra them that are Sree « Fauh which 5s. fn 


Haw, Adr36 18, 


w + Be fore to Sin. 0 more ie Preſnmptuouſly, he 
@ worſe:rhing come next, Job, 5, 14. Jelus for mY 
the. map whom he had healed in he Tem 

b Place, after his recovery .to be found: ('% 
nd "he faith. to him. | Behold, thou art made 
whole,” Sin no more, leaſt a worſe thing came to 
'76ee,... .Ifaffer the return of health, and the remo- 
val of the Rod, you twrn away from the Holy Com- 
name delroered to you; and it: happens to you 
"y wie according 
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bh Death & + na, [900/if wil 
oy quickly comes let it not find you wn- 
|  Miepared. Heb, 9:27. It = appointed unio men 
. 00 t> dyes, and. after this Abe Frag And 
- chix appointment-is is concerning yor, 2s wil 
others,  Thetcfore ſpeak every one of- you, as 
| Fob did, Fob 30. 23. For I know that thou wile 
me 70 wo and to the Houſe appointed for 
ab the g, T's i pn pee 
Brgy 7 
at laſt abe'in. 
 of© Death, 
es fo 
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a3 retan " from. Life to 


u8r- m; Of Direltionn more generally unto af; | 
| Ind hore ſhall Gitet you, 


"Rows any nd Ain 


2. + fk hom ofy put 
may "receive much good by by. 4 F 


In the fiſt plake,.- [aw e to dire youy boy: to 
any it under Altittiog... =D :\ 


tics | Under.. Aion: hs, pl i FR take 
ejt-notice that God himſelf 5s come to wiſit you, 
-T bough he be,nat- my eos: gay? Penal 
Baa ay lt tg chaſtoing Cilemenn tbe 


- pt” 
Kern: "% 


pt $;.and, the —__— har] bs. 
gemain SI $: Tz T -hand beg) 
e-it,. 766-913 not' wither 
SEE the Proud % pers.da ftoop ſeep rode - barn, 
Chaldeans' __ hey Ax p. Gods ae bee 
Trad wichit; t] werethe.Saw, bur Gods hand 
did ſhake it. _ when you ſec, 'ris really. God 
[ode that vill you 'in Severity ;' behave your 
ſelyes as. Creatures ougbs to docyowards their Crea- 
for; who is infinitely abeve them; i his been. preat- 
ly offended by them ; can eaſily cruſh them ; ; and 
th is able 0 0: a ilation.; 
m, 
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"If: —_ oaifile- God, who corrects, were 
more eyed; in, all. the ſtrokes he gives you ; this 
would ' ffgve.a mighty: Efficacy 10 abaſe you be-: 
fore; hichy..and;;tgirake Aﬀliction artain its end 
uparnt you, _ AN Land right be put to your 
AG i "13 \ > tj 5 MN 


Ns " 


all Under; AiQtinn Tuſlfe Ay and, aerege 
the Puniſhment of your Iniquity.g in Aflction Cops; 
ſcience may ſpeakvery pldin::and home, ang,lo 451 
that. you. have nothing, tg, xoply 3\and the Spiris: 
of God mgy-Jet;}in with Conlgignces pnd make its, 
charge more #nayfwerable,.' .Heedfully liſten .ta\ 
Conſcience, and Mind the Convidtzions of the 
Spurit. © Oh, ſearch..and try. your ways, the ways 
that. your; Hearts and. Aﬀattians haye gone ; as 
well as the:Paths you have broken with your Feeri 
Be bettes; acquainted with the,eus, nature af your 
Own... Wpy5; and: their pernigiougand deſtiutive 
Tendegcy., Lay blame wheteit ought to be laid, 
upon. an, Heart «ſpecially ; :. tor that's che 
fraiful. womb, in which . Sit ,.is conceived, that 
brings forth ally Evils, whergwich, the man is We: 
filed... 'K is the vilHeart,. hich. through u 
hef. departs from the Living God; - :and. 18 gb why 
ro tupdeupr big a4 ing. Venitie rin : 


* Fail not. a; Fs tpars the Iubim of God): 25 it pr 
WICKED, , tho ighteſt-bt gnftefien.in thy, {a 
9h 16mg, "el at .avhen, Fb0w art 654 
&,. >- RamoSorbauJudge Mrequil _— ZR | 
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ſelves, ty your . Sin as the meritorious cauſe of 
all your Sorrows and Sufferings-"" '\Never look up- 


on Sin,-but behold the long train of Eyils' that ' 
follow after it ;'and-if you were not *deliver'd 
from Sin it” ſelf, this” train of Evils 'woutd run 


Parallel with Erernity: God requires the Tart” 
ſhould be humbled, and accept the Pani 
its Injquity. The Heart muſt firml believe that 
Sig: is that, wh God is difpleaſed:3\that -Sin 
the Cauſe of all other: Pvilsthar are 
true Reaſon 'of Gody Contro- 
verſic, i is beeanſe, Eves becauſe bis Word ard Com- 
wandments have beer "caſt behind the'buck, dee 
_— broken; Levit, 26. 47; 43- 


ig: Under: pMifion, be ſenfible of the” Plague 
of. your 09” Heirs; and Conſtive with" Earneſt 
Deſire to have them py? ently aud throughly' beated: 
The Si icknels-an#P ing of the oufward: thars,” 
is for the reſtoring orhe imvard min 16 Health. 
and-Appetitcy, and Inctnarions 
of the Body, 'are in-oecatibn'of tuch” Sittin the 
Soul.; which ſhould tnake'y ou the yi6re cotiten-' 
ted; char the Fleſh ſhould boa fed. at 
ani ready 10 periſh,” that mk Spirit may be 
amd ſaved in" ' þ 
Diſeaſes, attain not" * 
'0U ſenſible of Syriac. Maladics. 
cad; 'rhy-*Breaſſy\rb pany wide < 
out* | 
Bly ove of OiderP pil ok wid o 
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G1 
ſpeedy Application to. the great Phyſician of 


Souls, 


The Good of Affh&ion. 


' Ephraim when chaſtized was ſenfible of the 
ftubbornneſs of corrupted Nature, and its back- 
wardneſs to come under the Yoak of God. | was 
ſays he, as a Bullock unaccuſtomed to the Yoak, and 
he you not ſo much for the removal of the Rod, 
as for Grace that tight Convert him unto God, 
who did corre& him, Afﬀictions are Spiritual 
Medicines much made uſe of by the Lord who 
heals bis People. Sick-beds are the places where 
he Works great cures, when the Face xs Pale, ; 
when the Pulſe beats diſorderly, when the Blood 
& boiling hot, and the whole Body in a Flame, 
and the frame of Nature ſeems juſt ready to be 
diflolved ; all this has a mighty Influence unto 
the Souls Healthineſs and Proſperity. How are 
dreggs then purged out, and how Pure, Humble, 
and Heavenly minded is the Heart then / 


4.-Under AMiQtion, defire Inſtrufion, and 
that you may learn all the Leſſons, which the Rod 
5s {ow t0 teach you, You are commanded to 
hyar the Rod, Mic. 6. 9. The Lords Voice cryeth 
pro the City, and the Man of Wiſdom ſhall ſee thy 
Nearke: hear ye the Rod and who bath appointed it, 
'Fhe Rod has a Voice, and *cis ſtrong and ftart- 
ling ; if you will bur heed it, 'it will be very ar- 
ticulate and plain ro you; Chaſtning is truly 
beatifical, makes' the chaſtized blefſled, when the 
Lord does chaſtize-and teach togetber, or gives 


E 2  Inſirufjion 


F 


i g2 The Godof Aﬀtielin, | 


Inftrudion with and by Correction, Pſal. 94. 12. 
Bleſſed ws the man, whom-thou chaſtneſt O Lord, 
and teacheſs hims out of thy Law. When the 
Schoolmaſter bas-a- Rod 1n. his hand, has given 
ſeveral Laſhes, and is ready upon neglects and 
new faults to give more ;.how does the Scholar 
mind every. Word his. Maſter ſpeaks to. him. |} 
with whar. Care and Diligence is his Leflon learn- 

ed! The Rod of God ſhould quicken Attention 
to his Voice, and cauſe a moſt ſerious'regard to 


his whole Will and Pleaſure, | L 


Is the Leſſon of the Rod concerning thy Pride? 
1 Pet. 5. 5. Be cloathed with Humility, for God 
reſiſteth the Proud, but grveth Grace to the Hum- 
ble. Is the Leſion of the Rod concerning thy 
Love to the World? 1 Joh, 2. 15. Love not the 
World, neither the things that are in the World; if 
. _ any man lowe the World, the love of the Father is - 
\por in bim,, Is the Lefſan of the Rod concerning 
by Sloth? Heb. 6. 12, That ye be not ſlothſul, but ' 
followers of them who through Faith and Patience 
inherit the Promiſes. : Baba of ihg Rad- - 
concerning; thy fooliſh fleſhly and hurtful Luft ? 
x7 Per. 2, : I, of mo a I TS _ as 
Strangers and Pilprims, abſtain from fleſhly Luſts 
which was againſt the Soul, Finally, 1s the Leſ- 
ſon of the' Rod concerning thy unruly Paſſions 2 
Prov.. 14. 29:: He that is flow to wrath 1: of great 
uiderſtanging; | but he that is haſty. of. Spirit exaltr; . 
«th Folly,  So' that 'tis very viſible and expoſed. 
*the vigw of. ll, Fam, 1, 20..7he Hhah of 
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"man worketh:9ot rhe Righteouſmeſs'of "God, Eph. 


4 31,92; Lit all bitterneſs and wrath, and an- 
ger, and oldinour,' and evil ſpeaking be put away 
from” you' fpith all malice; andi'be ye kind one to 
another, 'tender-bearted, forgroing one another ; 
even as God for' Chrifts [ake hath: forgiven you. 
Whatever: the + Leflon. of the''Rod be; let it be 
your care to be rhroughly inſtructed init; and 
pradiſe (in: thoſe who have” learned to pur- 


5, Unter AMition, facerel turn and ſeek to 


_ that God who" ſmites you. 'A thorough. Conver- 


fon is the end of Correftion. Take notice of 
the falſe ways in which you have gone aſtray, 
and how. near you were to the brink of Eternal 


. Perdition 3* venture not. to. take ſo much 'ar one 


ſep farther, in-Hells ' Road, But return to God 


; _unfeignedly and with your *2»bole Heart, Con» 
, "ſent tobe; wholly: Hs 3 + thatiyour whole man 


ſhould be at his Command, andi have refpect to all 


_ -bifPrecept# without Exception, :P/al. 119.5, 6. 
. 0h that- my © ways were direfted th keep thy Sta> 


tutes !:thew ſhall. ] not be aſhamed, 2hen I bave 
reſpeft unto all thy Commandments, 


Jadab'is branded for this, that they refuſed to 
ture to him that ſmote them, No wonder that 
Gads'anger did abide, and that his hand was ftill 
felt very. heavy 'upon them, 7/a.9.12, 13. For 
all this hanger i not turned away ; but his hand 
%: ftretebed our fill; for this People turneth not- vs 

A | = E 3g. - hin 
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Lua that (miteth ws acpbet do lk ehe Lord of 
Hofts, The hand that ſmites. you, if you will 
not turn, can give-worſe blows ; nay ir can give 
a deadly blow, that. may ftrike- you: quite down, 
both into the Grave: and Hell together, The 
hand that ſraites, --alone can beat," therefore it 
concerns you to bumble your ſelves under 3 it. 


Heer great. 1s the goodneſs of God, thar be gives 
you ledve to turn to him! that he requires you to 
ſeek him ! and that for no leſs than-bis Fawour, 
his" Grace, and Eternal Gloty, and Bleſſedneſs 
And all chis ſhall by yous, if ou Jooſt leah 


h. 


6. Under AM: Aion, take bind of Aaitns the 
chaſftning of the Lord.: Heb. 12.55: Je have for- 
gotten the Exhortation, that ſpeaketh unto: you- as 
upto Children, My $0 Son deſpiſe nit thou the chaſs- 
wing of the Lord. \Chaſtgjog is defpiſed;; when 
"5g Lords band. in chaſtning 3s not, taken notice 
of, . nor his end\1n CorreQting' 1s: Minded or Com- 
plied with ; when \neither bs diſpleaſure” manife- 

fed: 1n rebukes 7 is obſerved ; nor Sin mourned for, 
which / does difpleaſe. bien.. Thus-for « while 

_ chaſtning was deſpiſed by him, you read of, J/a. 
$7- 1.7. For the Iniqaity of bis Covetouſneſi was 1 

wrath. and ſimote him, I bid: me and was wroth, 
ind be went frowardly on in the way of. by: Heart, 
But ar_laſt the: was braught to a berter.'remiper. 

. The Lord: humbled thim, - and healed "the fro- 
- Yoon 'of his _—_y and; likewiſe no 

, _ his 


bis roke ;from. bimg:.//; +8. 7: hate ſeen bis ways 
end: will. beal him, 1 will lead. him alſo, and re- 
flore Comfort to, him. and to bis Mburners. 


-In Aﬀigion take. notice of God as the Afi. 
Ger, elſeizau icovtemn hims take. notice of Sin, 
as the cauſe:bz. you are afflicted; for if Sim be 
nat.leid co Heart, that God whom:z0u Sin againſt 
#:4diftegarded, - Nay Saints in a-ſenſe deſpiſe chaſt- 
ning, if-they; don't behbo/d that the Rod they feel 
ia their; Fathers band, (tor the Exhortation, the 
Apoſtle -tells--us, fpealts as wnto Children, ) and 
that it.isaroken' ot- bis Paternal Fairbfulne(s and 
Lovez! Prov-:J; 12: Whom the Lord'loveth be 
corredferb, ever as: Father the'Son in whom be 
 deliphteth. To look:'upon Aflittions meerly as 
evils 15 to deſpiſe them. They ought to be lookt 
upon 83 Arguments of Gods Fatherly Wiſdom - 
and. Care ;z; and as : Talents improvable to great 
Spiritual Advantage... The Cxp is in the hand of 
«Father, and all the Izgredients in ic are healing. 
Evety Member of  Chriſt,. therefore ſhould ſpeak 
that Laryguage, which bis Head ſpake before him, 
Foh.' 18, 11, The'Cup which my Father bath gs 
Ven me, ſhall I not drank it ? 


7. Under Afflition, fam not, neither be wea- 
ry of Corref&ion, -- He-is infinitely wiſe who docs 
corre&t, and therefore Corre&ion ſhall not be ex- 
_ but in meaſure, Jer, 30. 11. I am with 
thee, [aith the Lord to ſave thee, I will nit make 
8 full end of thee, but will corre} thee in meaſure 
ues _* and 
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and not leave thee: Wholly u7 paniſhid..” The mea? 
ſure of Afiition\ is ſuch as he, +, chlo is beſt able to 
judge, ſees 0" be needful,” and\n6* riionte's 1 Peb.. 
1. 6, Now for a ; jeaſon if need be, ye are in hea-» 
vineſs through many Temptations; | God will ligh- 

ten your burthen; or if he thoukd [dd to_your 

Load, he will preportion Strength; *that| jou” may 

be. able 16 bear ir; Faint inot and och hand; 
for when he ſtrikes he allo ſuſtars, and in Wrath 

remembers "Mercy, Be willing+-that *AMidtion | 
ſhould remann, 'till *tis ſanctifledyaad has done' 

irs work-for. which ? ewas aid upon you. *Tis 
ſad, when Affliction goes off without Gong any 
good to the afflicted ; when the Rodis like [the 
frſ King that Iſrael had, buen in Gods voy nl 
and taken _— in his Wrath, - 


When the Lord aftlicts 3 his: Di oa are 
»ixed Checker-work ;\'Black and White 3 Good- 
neſi and Severity together ; and there ſhould be;a 
Aixture of Holy Aﬀetbiows that' are diverſe one 
from the-other,. anſwerably inyourearts, "PF hib 
3s notably repreſented by one of our: Engliſh 'Poers, 
and his Verſes have a great ny of Senſe and. bo | 


req jon in them. ak pp 1 


OO » Ab "my dear. angry - Lard, 

244 Since thou deſt:: Love yet fri bez; 
ſweer, Coaſt down yet Help af; 233709 
P. 168; Sure I will do' the ike, on 
| I will complain the Praiſe; 


i will —_ approve: 


4nd 


- 


-0% Sed "ol ny ſour: freer day, © 


OY ON oof lane” and love, © 
wank Ted boo Tow nor 5: aint not Horn 
| + BNP DLL os Swen dts a 
, ©«'Be not tao eager fo? 1ht'feinoval of the ftroke | 


| yourſinart andert;-that removal'is but © common 

Mercy ;' bin 'the Sanlfifention of ity is petuliay 
Kinani(s; hat which" actompimnies Salvation. If 
the'Plaiſter Hes nor 6n long. en6ugh, it" heals 'nor 
e Sore';' if the Potion be''caſt up dgain, affoori 
ag'taken'down, it works not a cure; ' God knows 
[ Wheti {fitteſt to remove yout trouble z therefors, 
| | be'dimmb with Silence and Wait with Patience "till 
- | rhis filteſt-time comes, *'Pdvi4 did To, though he 
| was inf'an horrible Pitim the Miry Clay, be was 
- \not over-eager to be +phickt. our, bur -cxerciſed 
romargs. and how \Happy was the iflue ! P/al, 
14071, 2,3. I-waited patiently for the Lord, and 
| be inclmed unto me and heard my cry 3 be brought 
' me np alſo ont of an' horrible Pit, out of the Miry 
| Clay, and ſet: my Feet upon a Rock and eftabliſied 
. ny goings. And be bath put a new Song in my 
| Mob, eve Pratſ© wind 'our God ; many ſhall ſee 


| ir avid fear:andwruſÞ in the"Lord,. - ' 

$31 ATT WT + X3-%&+ -2f 165002: SAS VV: ; E ws 

<2 $-:Under AMiCtionz»ter there” be a\woſf- pro- 
found Subjeftion to the* Father of Spirins,” Lights 
and Mercies, The Father of Spirits, will take 
ſpecial care of Souls ; and conſult their Health and 
Pexce, and endleſs welfare. It the:Soul be fafe, 
the Body muſt be ſafe'\in the ſame Botiom, + The 
Body. that belongs: to-a"/ant#ified Soub;\, muſt be 
a Glorious Body. atithe ' Reſurrection of #he 'Fuſs, 
1 gr'5:" ; And 


| i Ac "oY OY 
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And fince.the Lord..as the; Father.of Jyghts, you 
may conelude he perfe&#ly .undgrflends, what is 

moſt conducive to your Intereſt, and what kind 
and Jegroe of! Aﬀlictian, is. molt expedient 3nd 
| beſt for you ; and becauſe. he.is the Father of 
Hercies ; Mercy, he delights in, as a men dogs, in 
his own of is 5 he will geal tenderly with. you, 
Mercy ſhall not-be forgorren in the preateft Seweri- * 
ty, Pſal, 103. 13- Like as. a. Fatber:pittieth: but 
Children, ſo the Lord pittieth them that fear him: ; 
for be knoweth. our frame and - remembreth we-aye 
def.  Subjection to. God, when he afflicks' be- 
cdmes you, and befides this Subjettion is..cthe way 
of Life. . Heb. 12, 9; Furthermore we have had 
Fathers of our Fleſs, who .correted. us, and we 
gave them Reverencez ſhall we not much rather 
be w Subjettion to'the Father of Spirits and lus? 
SubjeCtion to Gad. is. the' wiſeſt. courſe: to have 
terporal. Life nged, and. liv'd. pores 
' and Eternal Life, at 6 youchlafed.. 


: fa the ſecond Place, 1 am to dire. you howto 
carry it after Affliction 5 naw. is a time of ' great 
danger, when the Heart is apt to ſhew both its 
Wikkedneſ« and Deceirfulneſs together, and; to 
grow: ſecure as if alk Perv Weng. 0ver 5 there- 


Ore 
1. Keep aloe in your Hearts, FA __ Appre- 
benfions of things after Afﬀiftion which you. had 
under Afſi&ior. Things are really as they were, 
though weof _ grow well again, therefore our 


Sw 


The Good of Affliftion, $9 
thoughts of them ſhould. not alter, The great 
Truths revealed, and '{o much infifted. on in the 
Word of God; in Aillition had deep Impreflj- 
ons upon our Spirits, How clearly and concern- 
edly, did we then perceive, . that Chriſt is the one- 
ly Saviour that all things were juſtly to be ac- 
counted Joſs that be might be gained! We. lookt 
| upon time. as too precious a thing to be ſpent Jdly 
or Wickedly. The Soul was lookt upon as more 
worth than the whole World, and more to be re- 
garded; not to be negle&ed for the Worlds ſake, 
Mar. 16, 26,. What ſhall it profit a man, if he 
ſhall gain the whole World and loſe his o20n Soul ? 
or what ſhall a man give in exchange for his Soul ? 
How did the thoughts .of Eterwity affe&t our 
\ Hearts, when we were in the depth of AﬀMidi- 
on ! Our Apprehenſions of this 'T'ruth were ama- 
Zing. : That.all muſt' quickly. be in Eternity, 
and all myſt be «nto Eternity, either in Foy or 
Wo. Our Conceptions of theſe 'and ſuch . like 
things, were: moſt refed in. Aﬀiftion ; there- 
fore when Afﬀiction 1s'remoyed, 'our Judgments 
ſhould ſtill remain the fame. - The concerns of 
another World ſhould always be. eſteemed far 
greater, than \the higheſt concerns of this, - Se- 
rioufneſs well . becomes. us, in thoſe matters 
which are 'of Everlaſting Conſequence, where 
carelefsneſs pr (miſtake will iflue m endleſs ru- 
= ; underſtanding. Diligence in Eternal Happi- 
neis. 


"3 After AMliQion , be wery Fealous over 
| | | 30%7 


— 
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your: own Spirits , "which are' ſo very "prone to 
deal treacheroufly' both with God and”"your' ſelyes. 
You afe not naturally truſty ro ciehd 3-bar un- 
faichful to God, 'and unfaithful to'ybur own 
Souls. '* Hearken *how © the Lord "complains , 
Hoſ. 6.7. They like' min bave' tranſpreſſed the 
Covenant, they have dealt treacherouſly againſt 
2e. You do not know ' your ſelves tobe "wen, 


if you-don't know'your ſelves to be treacherous ;\ 


and -firongly inclined to: break through all: ob- 
ligations in Point -of Duty, Gratitude, and Inte- 
reſ# 1 ſelf ; which you' are under: ever fince 
The: firlt Adams Apoſtacy and fall from: God, 
his- Poſteriry have” a"'vehement Propenſion 70 
fart ' afide alike deceitful bowes. 


- A notable inſtance 'of the Hearts treachery 
in AfﬀiiQtions, and "inftability upon the remo- 
val..of ir, you: have; Pſal. 78, 34,35 36, 37» 
When he flew them then they ſought him, they 
returned and inquired - early after God,” they re- 
membred that God tunu their Rock, -and the high 
God. their Redeemer;' nevertheleſs they did flat- 
ver him with "their Lips, and lied unto him 
with their Tongues, for their Heart was mot 
ripht with him, veitder were they ſtedlfaft 'in' hs 
Covenant. Mczns Reſolutions in Afﬀlitions, are 
like Nantaram Vota, the Vows of MMatriners 
in” a Storm, \the firſ# things that 'are » brokers 
when once they get ſafe to Shore. Be ſure 
therefore ro check your hearts and lift them 
up to God to ſecure them, when frf you per- 

: ceive 
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ceive them ſo much as begin to ſtart aſide. - As- 
poſtacy begins in the Heerpy, that does firſt twrn 
back from God, then -afterwards the fteps de- 
cline from his ways ; diſttuſting therefore your 
own Hearts follow Solomons Counſel, Prop. 
4.23. And keep them with all diligence, and 
unto your- own ftricteſt Vigilancy, add fervent 
Prayer, .that the Lord would make your Hearts 
clean Hearts, and that : he would renew and 
keep your Spirits right with him, Pſal, 5 1,10. 


3. Cry for Sirewgth to be wouchſafed conti- 
nually from above, to perform your Reſolutions 
made in the day of your Afiidtion and Diſtreſs. 
If you are not ſtrong in the Lord, and in the. 
Power of hs might, you will be too weak to 
do, what your ſelves -with the greateſf firmneſs 
have ſeem'd. to purpoſe. And you muſt © pray 
hard, and *tis worth praying for, that this Pow- 
er may reſt upon you, The. Plalmiſt ſaw his 
need of Strength from Heaven, he begg'd for 
it, and had it, P/al. 138. 3. In the day, when 
1 cried thou anſweredſs me, and ftrengthnedſt 
me with ſtrength in my Soul. 


There are two ſorts ” Refolutions which 
are moſt commonly made, but neither of: them 


. are .kept; ſo as the Refofvers thought they 


would be. Reſolutions meerly to fop and geg 
the Mouth of a clamorous Conſcience ; and Re- 
ſolutions which are made in mens own ſtrength, 
who Queſtjdn not, nor trouble their Heads mycÞ; 

| about, 
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abour, their Ability and Jnteprity to perform 
them. © Theſe Reſolutions ſhews their: falſhood, 
and ficklenefs; and thow bold men are to diſc 
ſemble with God; and how fooliſh in truſting 
and cheating themſelves, | 


. But the Religious Purpoſes \of the Plalmiſt 
were of another Nature, in another manner. 
He is indeed very feridus ' and Pererptory in 
his Reſolution, and confirmed it with @ Pro- 
miſſory Oath 5 Pſal, 119, 106, 1 have ſworn 
and 1 mill perform it , that 1 will keep thy 
Righteous Fudgments, Bur he 1s ſenfible, that 
neither his own Power, Promiſe, nor Oath were 
ſtrong enough to bold him; and keep him ſted- 
faſt ro rheſe Teſtimonies of God, therefore he 
prays Fvice together to be mpheld, Pſal. 11g, 
16, I7. Uphold me according to thy Word that 
1 may live, and let me not be aſhamed of my 
Hope. ' And again, Wold thou me up, and I 
| ſhall be ſafe, ſo ſhall 1 have reſpe& to thy Sta- 


tutes continually, 


After Affliction, take heed of that which your 
Hearts naturally are moff prone to 1dolize, 
Whatever has had Gods Room, that 'is to fay, 
the high: Room im your Hearts ; is certain- 
ly. your 1do/. Be very firict in the Inquiſt- 
tion' to find the Idol” our, and be ſure to de- 
poſe :ts let it be at'the Foorfflool, while the 
Lord alone in the Throne, and has by far the - 
Preeminence- above it in your AﬀeCtions, If 
any 


b- 
” c 


MI 


cF 


Pteaſare is'your-1do}, or" if you- love'Gain more 
than” God, or if 'you 'Jove Relations, Prefer= 
refs, or Ofnaments "more" than God ; | theſe 
things are” Idolized ; now remember how wain 
the ol was in your AfﬀMi&tion- and Diftreſs, 


and how helpleſs then it-wasfound. The de. 


lights of Senſe, the earthly 'Treafures, the Re- 
lations $ and other __ you were fo fond 
of, you were forced 'to ſee” that help was not 
' The Heathen Poet notably expreſſes this, 
Non domms, &* funds; 101 ars acerym & anri;- 
e-£groto domini deduxit corpore febres ; 

Non ani curas —— Horat, Epift 2. 1. 1. 


Nor Howe,” nor Lands, nor heaps of golden Ore; 
Can feavetiſh owners unto Health reſtore x 
Nor eaſe thitr Minds of Care, —— 

Idolatry ina ſpecial manner provokes the 
Lord to Jealouſie ; 'The bowimp of the Knee 
to Images;” as Pagans and Papiſ 


, as 1 ſts do; diſpleaſes 
the.' Onely true God, Put if that leading affe- 


Qion"of Lowe, Which 1s. one of the hip beſt pieces 


of Worſhip, is placed principally upon any ching 
7/<ab hereby © his. anger and jealouſie 1s 
blown'-ip- to a great "heat and hight; and 

; | | RY mark, 
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any of -you [Love Phiufure more 'than God, 
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Do. we provoke; the.,, Lorg, to. 


frronger than he ?. As his Strength is. 
beyond ours; ſo: there is an  Infipgrenef 1, the 
Fally and adage, when apy Adventure .ta.pror 
voke © him to Jealauſie.” Love is the. greateſt 
Grace, 1 Cor. 13-13. Love 1s. the. firſt, and. 
great Commandment ;.. what ever, therefore. is 
moſt apt to ſteal away your Loye:. from Gad., 
keep your Hearts, ' while. you live, ſhut againſt 
it with an Holy Indignation, Hol, 14, 8: E- 
phraim ſhall ſay, what have I to do any more with 
1dols ? 1 bave. beard bim .and obſerved him: I 
am like a green Fir-tree, from me # thy Fruit 


5. After Affliftion,.: be | diligent... againſf the 
Sin, which does ' moſt eaſily beſet you, Heb. 12.1. 
Let us lay afide every weight, . and: thy Sm which 
does ſo eaſily beſet us, and let us run with Pa- 
tience the race which 1s. ſet before. us;,.. Every 
Sin is a Weight and Clog. I;;with.. that 
every one lookt upon it as ſuch ! But, the; Sip, 
which by Reaſon of our Complexions, . Callings, 
or the general Prattice in the Age. and: Place 
we live in; is, moſt opt 70. Provatl; . that is 
the beavy Weight, and the worſt.. Clog. of all 
to hinder us 1n our. running the Chriſtian 

m Race. - - = wy ee Fo 


Kc You had need to be watchful, 2 nit. 4l ; 
Corruption of your, Nature which, though. oy 
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be the Grace of God in Truth in you, is far 
from being perfectly healed; and is ready upon 
all Occafions,. and Temptations, to break forth, 
ra the diſpleaſing of God, the wounding of your 


Conſciences, the defiling of your Souls, and the 
diſturbance of your Peace, 


And whatſoever Iniquity it is, which becauſe 

17 pretends-your Security from danger, or your 
Pleaſure and \Gam; you find your ſelves moſt 
ſtrongly addified to; verily there is need of the 
ſtricter watch, and more fervent Prayer z thar 
you may not | be overcome by, nay that you 
may not fo.much as enter imto Temptation, The 
Sin which' does moſt eaſily beſet you, has al- 
ready done you :the'. greateſt miſchief, and is 
| Lkely to: do :you more ſtill; and if you ſhould 
at laſt fall into Hell ; This would be one of 
the heavieſt weights to ſink you thither. 


.- 6. Aﬀer Afﬀiction beware of ſloath and Idle- 
neſs, Live the reft of your time in the Fleſh, 
not to. the. Luſts of men ; but to the Will of 
God, 1 Pet. 4.2. Let not your own Luſts, as 
{o.:many Cormorants devour your time, while 
you are making Provifion for them, and ful- 
filling \them,*,. And let nor the Luſts, Humours 
and Pleaſures of others have you and your ime 
at Command, And though they think it trange, 
that you run not 'with ' them to the ſame exceſs of 
Riqt, ſpeaking. evitof you, yet be not diſcou- 
raged; for /they:i ſbalt give an account unto _ 
T | F that 
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that #s ready to Fudge the quick, and the dead, 
1 Pet. 4. 4, 5- And that Judge will con- 
demn them, and will Approve and Reward your 
Diligence in ſeeking him, and working for 


him, 


You have not improved your Affiictions, if 
you have not ceaſed to waſt, it you have not 
learned to improve your time, In- your Sick- 
neſs and Diſtreſs, what a view bad: you of E- 
ternity * and what a trouble was it to you, 
that ſuch a deal of time had been ſtolen away 
and loſt in Sin and Vanity? Perhaps Eternity 
was ſo amazing, in the waſtneſs and unchange- 
ebleneſs of it; that you concluded, thar if you 
were to live Methuſelahs Age; *cwould be un- 
reaſonable to miſpend wilfully ove hour of it, 
Now after AﬀMition is over z and fo little of 
your time is behind ; will. you be /aviſh of 
that time ffi/]: will you Joſe any more? Oh 
ſee the Wiſdom of redeeming Time, Eph. 5. 
15, 16, See then that ye walk circumſpetily. not 
. #s Fools but ' as wiſe, redeeming” the time 
cauſe the days are evil, And fear the bf of 
time, 1 Pet. 1,17, If je call on the Father, who 
without reſpetF of Perſons judgeth according t0 
every mans work; paſs the time of your ſojourn- 
ing here in fear. To + 


Be: fure - to loſe no more; for to loſe FY 


your time 3. is molt certainly to Jofe your ſelves, 
and that for ever, In the. other World there 
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is 'm0 obtaining Mercy by thoſe who all the 
while they were in«this World, flighted Mer- 
Cy, There is no working out your own Sal- 
vation after death; if all your- Life-time Sal- 
vation be fiegleRed. | 
7, After ' AﬀiQion be full of gratitude, Ho- 
ly Ingenuity aud Love. Fhe Cabves of your 
Lips, tmoft acceptable Sacritices ; ſhould be offe= 
red frequently, nay continually, with an enlar- 
ged Heart; with a willing mind. David was 
in” danger of - loſing his Life among the Phi 
biftines, ' God preſerves it, How FPruirful are 
bis' Zip# in Praiſes! P/#. 34, 1, 2,'2, 4. 1 will 
bleſs the Lord" at' all tinjes, his Praiſe ſhall con- 
tinually be in my Mouth, my Soul ſhall make 
her boaft in"the Loyd; the humble ſhall hear 
thereof and bs plat, Oh magriifie the Lord with 
me, antl left us exalt his © Name together! 1 
ſought "the Lord,' and be heard me, and delive- 
red me from- all ay fears, Hezckiah had been 
deliver'd from deadly Sickneſs, he 'was raiſed by 
ſpecial Favour and Power; when according to 
Narute, *Death* was unavoidable. Coming fo 
unexpectedly” .and fo quickly from: a ſeeming 
Death-Bed' to the Temple, how does he make 
that Temple Ring with his Thamkgivings ! T/a, 
38. 17, 19--Bebold for Peace,- 1 had preat bit- 
Ferneſs ; "but thoa hafft in love to my Soul deli- 
vere it from” the - Pit of Corruption ; thou haft 
caf# "all ' "wy Sins behind thy back. The Ii- 
wing, tht BYmg, be ſhall Praiſe thee as I to 

— F 2 the 
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this dey: the Father to the Children ſhall 'make 
known thy Truth, 


Not onely [muſt your Mouths be .fill'd with 
Praiſes, bur your Wearts with Love; and In- 
genuity ſhould make you ſtudy what to ren- 
der unto God, Obſerve the , wdrking of the 
Plalmiſts grateful Breaſt, after God had del:- 
wer d his Soul from Death, his Eyes from Tears 
and bis. Feet, from falling, Pal. 116. 1, 1lowve 
the Lord becauſg he hath heard my Voice and my 
Sapplication, V. 3. The Sorrows of Death com- 
paſſed me, the Pains of Hell got hold-upen me. 
V. 5, 6. Gracious the Lord and Righteous , 
yea our God. ws merciful; I was brought low 
and be helped me.. V, 7. Return to thy reſt, 
O my. Soul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully 
with thee, V.12. What ſhall 1 render to the 
Lord for all his Benefits towards me ! He 
thoughr nothing zoo good, nothing #00 much for 
that God, who had beer ſo good to. him ; who 
had done ./o: mach for him ! 


_ Still you ſhould be contrizing to make 
more ſuitable returns for what you have re- 
ceived, and with your Praiſes and Service, 
your Hearts and Love muſt be the Principal 
part of the returns you make. Love lies in 
Deſire and Delight; no Mercies ſo deſirable as 
_ the Father of Mercies ; God. Himſelf is moze to 
be delighted in than any of the Benefits he be-; 
ſhows. Take heed of loving Deliverance ir 
a : C than 
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than your Deliverer,  Mercies themſelves are 7- 
delized, and* it provokes the Lord to Fealou- 
fre; if they. are prized and delighted in, more 
than the Lord God. of your Mercies, - 'There- 
fore the Pſalmiſt, though he valued Deliverance 
from Enemies, and Trouble; yer principally re. 
joices in God himſelf, Pſal, g. 2. 1 will be glad 
and rejoice in Thee, I will Praiſe thy' Name O 
thou moſt High! Rejoice in God more'than in 
the return of Health, more than in the Pro- 
longation of Life, or 'any other Comfort and 
Enjoyment, - Mercies attain their end, - when 
God is more endeared to you. by them, God 
will be al! in all in Heaven; and' the more 
he is your all at: preſent, the more 'of Heaven 


you enjoy on Earth: 


_ 8. Afrer AMiftion be ſenſible you are not 
ſafe is your own Hands; therefore commit the 
keeping of your Souls' to God, 1 Pet,' 4, 19, 
Let them commit the keeping of their Souls to 
Him in well-doing, . 4s anto' a Faithful Cyeator. 
If you are indeed wiſe and &now your ſelves, 
you will diffruſt your ſelves, Self-Confidence is 
an undeniable Argument of . Self-Ignorance. 
Truſt your ſelves in no hands, but thoſe our 
of which none ſhall ever be able to pluck” you, 
and thoſe are hands: of Chrift and- the -Father, 
Fob, 10, 27,28, 29, My Sheep hear my" Voice, 
and I know them and they folow me, and 1 
give "unto them . Life. Eternal, and: they ſhall ne- 
wer periſh, neither - ſhall = pluck them- out of 

; BY q my 
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”y band; My Father which gave them me « 
greater than All, and nene # able to pluck them 
out of my Fathers band, Not. enely.. in the 
Hour and Agony of Death; but alt your /wves 
lang; every Day and Hour, , yout have need till 
to be commending your Spirits unto God: for 
they. are ſafe with none beſides, Pſal. 31-5: 
Hnto. thy hauds do I commit my Spirit, thou 
haſt redeemed me, O Lord: God of Trutb, 


USE 1V, Of Counſel] more peculiarly to 
Saints, who are affified, Shew your ſelves to 
be Saints indeed, and let your Graces now 
be much in Exerciſe. Spiqgs begten in the Mor- 
tar, are+the more Fragront ; Afﬀlicaed Saints 
ſhould manifeſt a rare and excellent Spirtt ; 
bnt no Diſſatisfa#iom or Diſcentent ; confidering 
the Truth. of this DoQtrine, / that. hey are af- 
flifted for their goed. You: thar are Saints ;in 
' your Trayhbles you need: Counſel; and *ris-not 
to be doubted but you. will. beed its I ſhall 
give it in theſe particulars. --- | 


1, Be . Patient whatever your Afflifiion is. 
That God whom you fſerye is. patient tor 
wards Man; has been patiegt towards you ; how 
many: affconts and Preyecatians :has he born, 
put up, and pardoned! "TheLard. Jeſus Chriſt 
was . a Pattern off Patience and AMeekne/* ; 
When he. was revided: of -1en, be reuiled \ not 
0g4in; when he ſuffered be threatued: vat, 1 Pat, 
*. *3-.: Nay" miany _ Life \:by nodig + 4c 
EY ——— 0 


. 
We: 
Ee 


who imbrued their hands in cat 

Blood and ſhed it, And when it %vifeat'” 
pleaſed. his. Father. to bruiſe him and. par ; a; 
ro put bim to prief, yet as a Lamb qui fudit ſan- 
brought to the ſlaughter ; and as a &vinem Chri- 
Sheep before her Shearers is dumb; oy bg eſt 
fo. he opened. not bis Month. Iſa, 1,11, ; — 
53.7. - The Metnbers of the Bo- #4; que nif 


dy ſhould imitate Chrift the Head tal IO 
. . "7 | auimum quo- 
in Patience, -: - + 


Ecclifia non haberet. Cypr. de bono Patientie. p. mibi 316. 


| Te may be an. Inducement to a quiet bear- 

mg of Afﬀicion.z that far worſe has been de 
merited by the wery beſt, than is endured, 
Ezr, 9.13, Thou aur God haſt puniſhed us leſs 
than our Iniquities deſerve. But the Benefit of 
Affliction, proves:thar: Batiencei is a Grace with 
a great deal of . Reaſon in it; for who. can ra- 
tionally take at-ill, when goad comes to them ; 
and ſpiritual ' kindnefſes, which are the moſt re- 
8! kindnefles, are: dove them ? - 


| I have demonſtrated the good of Aﬀlition 
to the Saints;. I ſhall now demonſtrate, the 
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. Lode of Patience. —_—_ 


Patience is your great Security, and makes / 
you: to keep - Poſſeſſion of your Selves, Luk, 
21. 19. in your Patience, poſſeſs ye your Souls. 
A Patient man, whatever he lofes, whatever 
he ſuffers, is fl bimſel, not diſcompoſed, not 

| + 


diſtra- 
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diſtratted and hurried away from the Condu# 
and Satiefation of that Holy Wiſdom, and the 
Grace of God which is in Him. By. Patient 
Continuance in well-doing, and by patient | Suf< 
fering rather than he. will . ceaſe \in well-doing, 
his Soul 1s ſale, -avd ſhall never: be.loſt 3 for 
be that endures to the end,. the ſame ſhall be 
ſaved. Mat. 24.13. Andin.what a:«a/m bas he 
Poſſeſſion of his; own Spirir, when.;.his outward 
Condition is moſt Stormy and ' Tempeſiuous | He 
has.caſt Anchor within the Vail; and that An- 
chor is ſure 'and ſteafaſt, Heb, 6, 19, Keeps 
his Mind from Flucuation and toſſing too and 
fro. Patience is 'the: Souls Garriſon, -and  pre- 
ſerves it in that Peace 5, which neither Earth 
nor Hell are able 'to: diſturb, | 


Parience 1s: that which. »2akes:.; you perfeth, 
Jam, 1. 4. But let Patience. have: tts (perfect 
work, that ye may: be perfe& and: entire .wan- 
ting nothing. | The; more. there:.is of Chriſtian 
Patience , and. Strength -to . perſeyere both in 
AQtive and Paſſive Obedience, which God calls 
you to; 'tis an Argument, you: are arrived” to 
the greater Degree of :Perfetftion ; in: Grace and 
Holineſs, And beſides this, Patzence: will make 
you leſs concerned at thoſe Wants; which to 
:mpatient Ciecatures ' are. ſo: ſenſible /an  AffliFion. 
He. that is very. Patient--tinder; Sickneſs, may 
truly be faid not ſo much: te. wave Health z He 
that 1s -Patient under; Poverty,.; does not. fo 
much want Riches, "The Chriſtian is not di- 
z; A 2 ſturbed 


__ 
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fturbed art the want of thoſe things, which, 
ke-can be contentedly without, ' Patience made 


the Apoſtle 'go throvgh' great variety of. Cans. 
ditions with-a moſt even and compoſed Mind: .\ 


and ' Spirit, ''2 Cor. 6,'4y"8, 9, 10. In all things* | - 


approving” our ſelves as the Miniſters of God im 
much © P atience, in | Afiition,.. 1m. Neceſſitics,: in: 
Diftreſſeg, By Honour and» Diſnononr, 'by  eoul. 
Report avid good Report, as deceivers and.yet” 
trne; | as unknown, and yet well known; as .dj-. 
ing, and behold we live; as chaſtned, and not. 
kilPd'; as ſorrowful,” yet always rejoycing 5 as: 
Poor, "yet making many Rich'; as having nothing 
and yer poſſeſſing all things. . "TR 
a. L | 


Parience very well becomes you, conſidering' 
the Relation you ſtand in to God, who'is a" 
Farher- r90 Good and Wiſe, to give to any of 
his -Children ,, a juſt. ground for 'unſubmiſſion , 
things: cannot” be ordered” better or with \more' 
Wiſdom: than He orders them, - The conpli- 
ance of your Wills with His; will 'be a great 
evidence :that-you are renewed in the Spirit of 
your Minds; and that you have the new Heart 
promiſed' im | the \new -Covenant, Arid this: 
Patience of yours being ' manifeffed in what. 
ever, you" feel from the Hand of God or Man; 


' vidtion 20 :the'' World; that * there' is a great" 


Effcacy in the +Truth: of the: Goſpel, 'and in 
the Grace of ' God, which ican carry you'ſo far 
beyond the Strength of Nature, 
0G. | Finally 


* Patientia eſt que nos Des 
commemaage &* (ervat. Iſa 
fp que iran temprrat ; que 
lingua frenat, que menten 
Eubernat, pacem cuftodrt, in- 
cendium ſamultatis extingait, 
eoercet potentiam divitum, 
inopiam pauperum refouet 3 


facit bumiles in proſperis, in 


adyerſis Fortes 5 contra jt 
ries &* contumelias mites ; 
centation's expugnat,  perſe- 
cktionts tolerar, paſſiones & 
martyria conſumnat. Cypri- 


an. 'De Patientie - hon. 


peg. mh 3 I'9, 
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-:broken. 
.ercive of the Power of 


*. Finally Patience will 
make and keep you ac- 
ceptable to God, ir. will 
reſtrain Anger, and eve- - 
ty other diſturbing -Pal-. 


fon, it will-. bridle © the 


Tongue; keep the. Spi- 
rit under Rule. and -Go- 
yernwent, it \,will-. cxtin- 
guiſh  Contention-,. and 
keep Peace | from being 
le will be _ co- 


the Rich ; and it will 
refreſh 'the needineſs of the Poor, - It will' make 
you: humble in the. height of. Proſperity ; fo 
trong as not. to faint in! the depth of  Adver- 
ty; it will make |you-mild* againſt the great- 
elt_ injuries, it will. break the force of T 
tation, and: fortinve you againſt, Perſecution g 
though it ſhould, riſe fo -high as - Martyrdom. 
Let all this perſwade. you to the exerciſe of 
this admirable Grace of Patience ;z and ſee that 
it fail not in Aﬀfliiod. - Cry to the Lord-for 
the increaſe of '#,-..and. that nething may be 
too hard or heayp. for it. He: is called, © 
Ozds-1's eropovus 29-5 near rea The God of Pa- 
tienes. and Conjalation'; the more' Patience . is 
wrought in you; you: are. likely: to: Expert 
exice the greater” Comfort, DTTY BT: © 


R 3 LENT 
% 


2. You 
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_ 2, You. that are afflicted. Saints, Pray that 
your Faith may be ſo far from failin F as 
may continually be increaſing: Faith is a Grace 
of (great Neceſſity. and Uſe 3 the Chriffign 4iwes;by 
Faith .; be ſecs by Faith ; be fands by Faick4 
he works by Faith ; and 1s kept through Faith 
unto Salvation, In Affiidtion Faith is the Sgints 
mighty ſupport; for Faith bears hard. upan the 
Faitbfulnef of God, which will, never fail; God 
is faithful not onely' in giying the good things 
he 'has promiſed ;. but alſo in woruchſafing Core 
refion which he ſees *ris need/ul, The Plalmiſt 
ſpeaks thus, 7 have believed, therefore have 
. 1 ſpoken, I was greatly affiified, Pal. 116, 16, 
The preaineſs of Affliction» bmadred not the AQ- 
ing of bu Faith; but his Faith hindred” &zs 
famting. under the greateſt Affliction ,: Pſah 
27.13. 1 had fainted, unleſs 1 bad helieved to 
ſee the goodneſs of the Lord, in the Land, of the 
living. y.. "x 


.: God may be traffed in, though be hides his - - 
face 3 thaugh there are rebukes and: frowns in 
his Cayuntenancez . God may. be "truſted in, 
though his ways are Dark and Cloudy, and 
his Hand. heavy, | Nay Holy_ Fob ſays, : Though 
be ſlay, me. yet will. 1 trgſt- in bim, Job 13.15, 
Though the Providence ef Ged- ſegins hardly 
reconcileable with his Promifes; but looks as 
it it thwarted his Promiſes ; this is onely . De- 
cepcia viſe, the Eyes miſtake, Let Faith be 


lieve - 
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lieve what Senſe cannot. diſcern, and Senſe will 


be forced at laſt' to grant, that Faith was*in 
the right. on Se JR? 


In all AﬀfiQtions God is making good his 
Everlaſting Covenant, which # well ordered in all 
things and ſure, he 1s ſtill purſuing his deſign 
of Mercy . towards his People, and promoting 
the Work of Grace; and Salvation, Believe 
this' and reſt ſarhified , onely let defires be 
ſtrong, that what God deſigns in ſeriding Af- 
flition, may be attained ;- and that his Diſ- 


cipline may be to 'good effect and © pur- 


poſe. 


+3. You afflited Saints, give Glory to God, 
who affiifs you. Here you muſt know ' that 
God is of none, but of himſelf ; his PerfeCti- 
ons -undenied ; He+ is' unchangeable,' no Additi- 
on can'be made tothis Effential Excellency or 
his Blefſedneſs, As all that come to him find 
him AlLſuffcient, ſo, which'is a great deal more, 
He 1s Self-ſufficient ; Infinitely 9zore muſt be to 
the Bleſſednefs of God, -then would be enough, 
for the 'Bleſſedneſs of ten' thouſand Worlds of 
Men and Angels, So that your glorifying of 
God 1 apprehending, acknowledging, and decla- 
Ting bis Glory, not" making- him. really more 
glorious than be Was. > | | 


Glorifie God' by Believing him to "be what 
he has revealed. hirhſelf, "by giving him - the 


higheſt 
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higheſt room in your Hearts; depend upon him 
| for all things. This Fountajn of living Wa-. 
_ ters is glorified, when Saints always lie at it, 
perpetually . derive Streams... from. it, and the 
broken Ciſterns are forſaken, Glorifie God by 
an higher Valuation of his Favour in Chriſt g 
and a greater Contempt of . earthly things in. 
Compariſan. .. Glorifie - God by more willing 
ſervice, and reſolute cleaving to him, God is 
honoured indeed, when nothing can ſeparate 
the Saints from him : When neither the ' fier- 
ceſt Wind .( to allude to the Tabb ) can blow 
away, nor the hotteſt Sun can make them to 
caſt away that change of Raiment with which 
he has cloathed them, When they can ſay 
with the Church of old, P/al. 44. 17, 18, 19, 
All this «s come upon w, yet have we. not. 
forgotten Thee, neither have we dealt falſly in 
thy Covenant ; Our Heart is not turned .back 
from thee, neither have. our ſteps declined from , 
thy ways; though thou , haſt ſore broken us in 
the Place of Dragons, and covered us with the 
Shaddow of Death. 


Finally, Glorifie God. by . ſuch Works, as. are 
not a denial of God; but a Demonſtration, 
what a Lord he is; and what his Grace s 
able to. effec, ' The Works of many Profeſſors 
prove. them. Arheifts, Tit. 1, 16. They ,profeſs 
ihat they know God,' but. in Works deny him, 
being abominable. and diſobedient, and to every. 
good work reprobate,” But when Saints by ge 

blog orks 
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' Works are ſhining Liphrs; hereby Glory re. 
dounnds to their Heavenly Father. For as the 
Works of Creation, are an Argument to. prove 
moft plainly at Erernal Power and Godbead ; 
ſo. the Works of New Creatures, (6 different - 
from; and ſo excellent above the Works of 0 
thers 3 make it evident that God s i» theſe 
New Creatures z- and his Grace & 9h them 

- | of @ Truth, 7 | 


4, You afflifted \Saints, obſerwe' the Special 
Sins, for which your Father i" angry with you, 
and correffs you, Thar Grace which 4s in you 
makes you weary of its corttrary 5 and the 
more Grace you have, the more weary ' you 
will be of Sin which remains in'-you. | Cry 
to be: cleanſed from faults that are fo ſecret ; 
that they hardly are diſcerned to be | faults, 
Pfal, 19.1.2: Lurking Feavers, bow dangerous 
are they! and much more dangerous are /atent 
Corruptions. Therefore Surely it is meet to be 
ſat nnto God, 1 have bor Chaſtiſement, 1 
will not offend any more; that which. 1 ſee not 
teach thou me, if I have done Iniquity 1 will 
do no more. Job 34. 31, 32, Find out, and 
purge out all the old Leaven, whether it be 
the Leaven of Pride, or Hypocrifie, or 'Earth- 
ly-mindedneſs, or Uncharitableneſs 'or. any 
other -Wickedneſs, that ye may be a new Lump 
as je are anlegovened, The bitter Cup 1s in- 
- ded as a purging Potion, Earneſtly thercfore- 

Rfire, that the IniqQity- which has moſt pre-. 

| | valled, 
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vailed; and defiled you , thay be- taken a- 
way W - | 5 bo. 4 : | 


5, You afflited Saints anſwer the Lords Ex- 


 pefbations from you,” left. Wrath from the Lord 
, be upon you, He is ſometimes very ſevere to 


them, that are very dear to him, He forgives 
their Iniquities, but takes Pengeance of their In- 
wventions, Plal, 99, 8. That eminent Afofes be- 
ing provoked in bu Spirit ſpake unadviſedly 
with bis Lips, ,Plal, 106,33, And that Word 
cofs bis his Life, He falls, before 1/rael en- 
ter'd- into Canaan, '- Hezekiah was a Grariows 
Man, full of Faith himfelf; and a Prince ve- 
7y Realous for the Reformation of Judali; See 
what a CharaQer is given him, 2 Chron, 31. 
20, 21. Thus did Hezekiah throughout all Ju- 
dah, and wrought that which was good and 
Right, and Truth before the Lord his God; 
And in every Work ,' that he began in the 
Serwite of the Houſe of God, and in the Law, 
and in the Commandments to ſeek his God, he did 
is with all-hs- Heart and proſpered, And- yer 
this Excellent King after Afﬀiition, not+ watch- 
ing his" Heart, but "Suffering it to- be ited 
up; Wrath 'tis ſaid was wpon him, 2 Chron, 
3K 3Js + | E: 


Theugh Gods Love to his Children be ne, 
vet" turned into hatred; yet notwithſtanding 
his: Love to them, he may .be very ry yi 
themz he may take them up and lath them 
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in the view of al], to-- vindicate | bs Holineſs, 
and to make it evident, that. he takes no plea- 
ſure in Wickedneſs by whomſoever it is com- 
mitted, Afrer you \have' felt his ſtrokes, fear 
your Fathers Frowns and Anger ; pleaſe. him in 
all chings and abound in ſo doing ; this. ke 
juſtly looks for, afrer he. has ſhewn Care. and 
Kindneſs both in Correfing you, and -in' fling+ 
inp the. Rod our of his' hand, - SIO 


6. Ler the Rod, you have bees. chaſtized 
with, cauſe you to mend your Pace -in Heavens 
way. Why ſhould Saints be as ſo many.:Snails, 
who ought rather to. be ſwifter chan Eagles 
+ haſting ro the Prey ?. Is there ſuch an. Holy 
and Mighty Spirit. ro belp your Infirmities ? 
Are there ſuch Promiſes of aſſiſting Grace ? Is 
there ſuch a glorious Crown and Prize. at, the 
end of the race? And does your Salyation 
grow nearer and nearer every day? Oh. put on 
witli greater ſpeed, And let not a greater 
Violence be .uſed by earthly. men for- tneex ' 2r6+ 
fles ; than is by you, for the Heavenly :King- 
dom, , Imitate thoſe: wiſely eager ones, Mat. 
'1T.12,' From the days of John the Baptiſt -un- 
' til now, the Kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth Vie- 
lence, and the Violent take it by force, Imitate 
the Apoſtle Paul, who though he . had labou- 
red ſo abundantly, was far trom tiring,” but 
preſst on ſtill with. greater forwardneſs towards 
the.. Mark, for the prize of the high Callivg.:of 


0d. mo 
"S. 7. Abound 
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7.: Abound:in thet Work for God here upon 
Earth, which cannot be done when you come 10 
Heaven, ' Fill up your Time, well with char 
buſineſs, which . will ceaſe when you enter u 
on Eternity. The Preachers: of the Goſpel may 
do much at preſent, which they canner do here- 
after. Now they may warn; Sipners to flee 
from the Wrath to come, Now they may call 
them to turn from their evil ways, and live 3 
now they may pray them in Chrifts ſtead t0 
be reconciled to God, Now they .,may take 
heed to all the 'Flock over which. the Holy 
Ghoſt has made" them _ overſeers . to feed the 
Church ' ef God," which he has, purchaſed with 
by own Blood, Acts20.28. And: take heed to 
their Miniſtry which they have received in ihe 
Lord, that they may. ſulfil it, Col. 4.17, Now 
they may ſhew themſelves. in, all +hings Pat- 
ferns of good 'Works, Examples. to the Flock ; 
always | Yun fervently ' for them” in Prayer, 
that they may ſtand perfe} and compleat in all 
the Will of God. 


Chriſtians alſs have their Work. now to do; 
which cannot.be done in the '6ther World. 
Now they may #dorn the Dofrine of God their 
Saviour in all things, Now; with well-doing 
they may put io filence the Ignorance of fool- 
iſh men, 1.Pet. 2,15, Now by. a Conſcienci- 
ous Performance. of Relative Duties, they may | 
be great Bleſſings to-their Relations, and great- 

G ly 
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ly promote their Eternal Intereſt, "They may 
be blameleſs -and harmleſs without - vebuke ; . in 
the midſt of a crooked and perverſe Nation, 
ating like the Children of God, ſhining as 
Lights in the World, holding forth the Word of 
Life, Phil; 2,'14, 15, 16. & 


But when -once Death has ſeized on the 
Preachers of the Word, their ouths are frope. 
with Earth, and they are effeftually filenced } 
they can ſpeak unto, and overſee the 
Church 'no longer, At Death alſo Chriſtian's 
Work 'is at an'end in this World; therefore 
before the approach of Deaths Night, whe: it 
will be too late .to work; Et all in the mean 
time work the harder. © 80 


8, Though you are deliver'd out ' of Afﬀit- 
Gen, recover d from your Diſtempers, be ſure t0 
die daily. So did the Apoſtle, 1 Cor, 15, 31, 
Dying vaily, ' implies a - daily Meditation 'of 
. Death, looking upon your ſelves (every day 
within the reach of Death, and a continual 
preparedneſs for Death, and a ſtedfaſt Reſolution 
rather tb -ſuffer Death, than to make Shipwrack 
of Faith and -# good Conſcience; 'Do not rec- 
kon upon long Life; but be perſwaded, 'to | 
live well 1s to live indeed, Live: as thofe that 
muſs die certajnly ; as thoſe that 191ay dic (fud- 


denly. Be not offended at the Crof' of "Chrilt, 


chough it: ſhobld' ty fo- Belrwy upon you, as 
to preſs *you to Death, _ Sitiful Jvirg the Life, 
| : 38 


hes k ab td —— FTA, 


is loſing it ; but they who are valiant for the 
Truth. of... Chriſt,;..and will . venture. the /o/ing 
of Life for Chriſts ſake, ſhall find it, Mar. 


.I6. 25. , And if, natural Life.,þe continued ; 
' be earneſtly, defirous. that Spiritual Life and 
 livelineſs may; bs increaſed. \ Pray to be quick- 


ned, as the, Phlmift, often does, Pſal. 119. 


and look, ,ugtg., Jeſs, who is a quickniog . Spt- 
Tit, 1 Cor. 15-45. The firſ# Dan Adam was 
made. a living. Soul, the laff . Adgm was made 


a quickning. Spirit, , As he has given. you Lite, 


ſo he is ready .to give it more and more a- 


bundantly z.this will. make yau.go ;ve to bim, . 
.and to, ba ynweariedly.: afiove far him, The 


quickned, Apoſt!'s earneſt -deling was .that Chriſt 


ight, be. tyagnified, by. him.31.his Life was at 


by | Lords Service; and: he was ready to die alſo 


to ſerve bijm.,.Phil, 1.20. ; Agcarding 70 1J ear- 
neſt. Expeation.. end. Hope, that: in nothing 


I ſhall be aſhemed ,. but that with. al bolder 


68 alway, ſe ov.alſo, Chrift; ball, be magnifie 
in my Bogy , "wuberher it.be by Life or by Death, 


s . 
% 

— 

* 
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,..USE. V.;Of Conſalation to Saints to whom 
4t, 1s ſo pyod, when, they are affiiffed., Unto 
the Righteous tbere,. ariſeth Tight. is the Dark- 


ref. .'Fbe Rainbow, the: emblems. of Peace and 
zokei of the,,.Copenant, is: oftan + ſeen. in the 
blackeſt Cloud, The Saints.axe; pever in fuch 
depths; but Comfort belongs to them, *tis good 


for them .q9. be ar” Hey @#65\.,089; All things 
conudered; ts hf for them... RA IAGe 2D, 
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Duod. fir, eſſe vels, nibilque alia. 


Believers ſhould never: fay, they | had rather 
ir might be *otberwiſe' with 'them 3; ; than, God 
" ſees it *; it ſhould bez when the'"Plough of 
'Afﬀiction pierces' deepeſt, ' Light and Foy is 
' fowing ; and the Hopes of 'what-at laſt -will 
be reaped, ſhould allay the -Sorrow Wherewith 
the ſowing is attended. The Grounds of Con- 
ſolation to afflicted Saints are © thele. D 


I. Gods goodneſs is engiiefionable ; hewd 
wer he is pleaſed to deal with bis Pecple: Let 
them be plagued, let them | be chaftned ' never 
ſo fore ; yet Godiis good to'Trael, even to thews 
"that are of 'a cleas Heart, Plal, 73. 1. God 
"is their God, and "his dealings are ever accor- 
oy to his "Gracious Covenant, His . wound- 
| of "them, * is not like the” wounds given 

by an Enemy, bur like the* Chyrurgians Lan- 
cings in order to greater ſoundneſs and fot Lifes 
Preſervation, Iſa, 27, Hath he ſmitten him, as 
be [mote thoſe " that ſmore bim ?* No" no, great 
is the - Difference | between the Rod and the 
Scorpion ; between Believers being thaftned as 
Children ; and" the Wicked their falling ' mo 
the hands of ' the ' Living God, who fakes Ven- 


geance upos ther. 


2] That: god: whicki Saints rcelve recby AR 


| Ae i is Spiritual "The Soul haz/a great p- 
Y nels 
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nefs done to.it,, The Conſcience 5s bettered as 
to calmneſs and cleanneſs, the Heart 1s wade 
more pure,. the Spirit of the Lord works a 
greater change into "the Image of God; fo 
that there is an advancing from Glory to Glo- 
ry. When Fob had been ſome while afll Qed, 
his* Spirir began .to run more ciear, Fob 
23. 10, But he knowath the way that. 1 take, 
when he hath tried me, I ſhall come forth like 
Gold, The Fire and Furnace in Zn "purges 
the Droſs, and how then does the Gold 


ſrne! 


S-F hat... good | which the Saints , reap by 
Affliction, | 18_peculigr, and diſtinguiſhing... Wic- 


ked men are either , ſfupid under Affliction ; 
.or:if. they .are ſtartled ; they return re their 


former Security after Aﬀfiftion, - To haye. Af- 
fliction | [anttified is a favour prewiar , to Gods 
pecnliar People, iT, ious ac 


4. This 'good.. which the Saints receive by 


Affiition at preſent, - is an earneſ# to them of 


Eternal good things in the other World, Afli- 
Qtions are , part of the Purgatory, through 
which the Saints paſs and are made meet tor 
Glory. The Popiſh Purgatory 13 a- meer Inven- 
tian. for that;: Antichriſtian Churches - ſecular 
Gain. The Dead find it to be nothing; bur 
vaſt. 1s the Woarldly, gain accrueing hereby to 
the living; by this Of comes in | the: Prieffs' 


Wealth, But the Purgatory of AﬀfiiQtion, pro- 


G3 mote 
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fmotes Paticy,. 2d - is- "really Beneficial, The 
Rod ar prefent 'Yeilds the eaceable froirs 6f 


Righteouſtel;;-and' when rhe at broughs fovifp 
a" Crown K 4 Sane i "aflufed, 7 Ti im. 


- Ci 
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I have Yoni with the” 6-1 Doctrine That 


Saints 'ars fitted for their good 
I Thalf be* Brief in” the Second which "fol 
lows, | f 


D. 2, The fecond DoQtrine, which I raiſed 
from the 'Texr wis this: ® The' "Rod" of God is 
a means to make the Word of "God to be the 
berter Learned, Pal, 119267, Before 1 was 
affiied I Wert eftray, "But now "have 1 kept 
zhy. Word. © Aﬀflidtion ' was" the \ means to put 
a ftop"to the” Plalmiſts wandringz it brought 
his Feet into the right Path and nab lited 1 "bis 
goings., What, a light , ſhines in the School of 
AMIQiGN þ 'Things are: Fen” waked there !- Sin ; : 
the WorlJ, Hel and Deftrattion ;* ate all 'na- 
ked. The' pred? thingy of the Word, are plain- 
ly ſeen to be. great and good indeed ; and are 


'nb longer Wookr upon as | frange things, 
In the Knilling of hl Do&rine, ! ſhalt 


_ 1, Shews- you with he Yrs God ; 8 ih 
Ee poet a etl 


A _ Fr VBSHL OSS & $47 » 


> 'v} 2, What 
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+ 2, What. influence the Rid of God has unto 
the better Lawwey: of bis Word, 


baſſ Make- Application, 


| In the firſt, Blace, I am to. ſhew. you, when 
nk Ward 4 God is indeed and aright learn-. 


T, Learning tbe Ward mplics, a Perfins: 
fron of | the: Wards Divine Authgrity 'and Truth; 
He has :ndt learned the Ward; who: does nat 
believe 1t. to:. be + indeed the: Word of God, 
who cannat lie, 2.7im, 3, 16, All: Scripture Fe 
given by' Inſpiration of God, Mens Contradis 
(1005 to the: Word are audgcigns' and damnas+ 
ble falſhieds, . And if Angels from Heaven 
ſhould ſpeak) contrary to: it, they. muſt nor 
have- our 4fen;,* but- our. Anatheina, Gal. 1.8, 
But though. we '0r an” Angel. from: Heaven, 
pregch any! other Goſpel unto yougy than that which 
we have preached unto you ; let him be accur- 
ſed, . They \who-. have legrned the Word of 
God, perceive the Hernliwy of all its parts; 
and believe the whole, and are influenced by 
that + belief], - Far: ' the cetcain Truth . [of © the 
\'Wetd. makes ir\moſt Encouraging. and Corforta- 
ible tos. the Saints; and with .what Sweet" Ze- 
Purity do. they reſ# upon it.!:rAnd: the fame 
\T'tuth: fhauld- tithe Fr —_—_ TIER to, all is 
penitent” Sinners ti. 3 OR « 
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2. Learning the Word implies, an obſerving 
the Scope and Deſign of the Ward of. 'God 5; now 
the Deſign and Scope of it is, the Glory of 
God; and Mans Happineſs and: Satvation. God 
cannot. have an higher end in what he does, 

' than Himſelf, for: he is above' all 5 therefore 
he has made. and. does all things for Himſelf; 
and truly ſince of bim and through bim are 
all things; he is worthy that all things ſhould 
be referred to "him, and that-ifi all things, he 
ſhould always :be-y/orified, Rom. 1 7-36, For. 
of him, and through bim, and to him ate all 
things to whom be Glory for ever, Amen, In 
Subordimation' to his own: Glory.;: the' Lord: de- 
Ggrs mans” wellfare, Luk. 2.214. Glory be to 
God in the Higheſt, on Earth Peace, good will 
vowards men, When the Word. 'of-+ God: 18 
truly learned;', great. notice # takin of its de- 
feen; and:.the Learners aim is accordingly di- 
refed. The Glery:vf God and mans Trueſt good 
are -inſeparably' conjeined. . So'that-ithis'-1s - paſt 
doubr, 'when man moſt Minds«Gods Honour, 
be Minds 'moſt-:this own - Interaft 'uulli Happi- 
meſs. 8 oO ds WEN BE. {o- , og WAS 


4* nov ergy ET: 1M FRILTE TEL 
-:1:3; Learnivp the: ;:Word, : implies taking © due 
wotice . of ogy for-=plaar ry of aber Word 
off. God, Pſal;.12. 6; The Words of. the Lord are 
pure Words, '\as\ Siluer tried in. a ' Furnace of 
Earth purified. ſeven times. The \'Plalaniſt 'faw 
this Purity, and did not take: offcace..at it, 
al UE. 5): 7 but 


3-4; 


\ 


The Good of Afﬀfliftion, 89g 
| but very much liked ir, and loved the Word 
the better for it, Pſal, 119.140. Thy Word 5; 
wery \ pure ; therefore  thy\ Servant \ loveth - it; 
God the Author: of this Word: is of Purer. 
Eyes than to bebold Tniquity 5" no 'wonder: thar 
the 'Word 1s' purer than to allow q any. Ini- 
quity.”* The . Word will not 'permit Sinvin'the 
Tabernacle, Fob 11: 14. Tf Tniquity-- be'\in thy 
Hand, pur it \far away; and let not wickedneſs 
dwell "in" thy Tabernacle,” The Word prohibits 
our: contentedly Suffering Sim toy .upon onr Bros 
ther, Levit. 19, 17. Thou ſhalt” not bate thy 'Byo« 
ther in tby Heart ; thou ſhalt in any wiſe. rebuke 
thy. Neighbour ; and no fuffer Sin upon him.” The 
bands:*muſt be. cleanſed, :and- ſa muſt eſpecially 
the \Heart, Jam, 4.8, \Draw.-'\nigh t0 God, and 
be" wilt:dtaw nigh to-yon;\ cleanſe your - Hands 
ye Stmirs, purifie your. Hearts ye double minded; 
If Sin commands the ;7Zongue, Religion -is tbur 
vain ; if Sin be 'regarded in the Heart, Prays 
' er 15i to'no+ purpoſe. How..excellent and:pure 

is this 'Word of God !- and. thoſe that learn it 
ſee: both the- Neceſſity and: Excellency of \Pus 
rity.. and {Holineſs ; and. ' they hunger and thirſt, 
and - follow \.after Righteouſneſs ' and true  Holi- 


neſs, : Y 


4, Learning the Word, implies beholding 
wondrous things in the Word of God, Pal, 
'T19; 18.: Open thou my Eyes," that I may -be- 
bold . wonarout things .out of i+by Law. And 
V. 129. Thy Teſtimonies - are: wonderful, - there- 
BT.” i | | fore 


\ 
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fore (doeth; my; Soul: keep them: Fhe Light 
which. {bines forth. Fram -hence, | is. marmeliour, - 
TiPet,'2, 2. That ye” ſhon/d- ſhew forth he Brai- 
fes. of him, who tk called UN Dark- 
nefs : into :warwellous (£4 The'. Arey. :15..4- 
2aings Which" ſaves oin | ſo. much Sin 3.pre- 
vents.i no Jeſ5 thap : endleſs Mifery” ; and bryogs 
thaſe-to \Eterngl-\Life, .ybo deſerted to die; the. 
| Neath, Jad.vs, +3.: Keep your. ſalvjes--in 
piiLove of Gall, booking for the. Mercy:.of" our 
Lotd :Feſws - Chrif: #0: Hternal Life. '::T hat 
Wifdom;, which appd@rs.in the” contrivatice- of | 
haps; Redemption bgi(\ Geiſt the: Mediatar; .is 
thei" Admiracess _ whe Principaities. and 
Poavers,. Eph. : 0 the intent: that: wow un 
dans bbs. Princ ale _ Powers «in \#b8\ Hea- 
verly Places, & banown by . the -C bitch: the 
iedngfoid | Wiſdors, ofe:Gad.-: And the,» Love. of 
Gel un Chyiſt;\is meli© /weetly aſtoniſhing * "Tis 
- withour + Motive, nmwithout  feaſure,, without 
Hltgration, its. hang ht: and length and: "depth. and 
breadth are palt:puri reach and finding out. And 
hd big bly are thadet: who are inferefted: 1m; this 
Rovi, advanced? xJoh. 3.1. Behold fvbat: man: 
nar-of Lowe the Rader: barb beffawed. upp" as, 
that we ſhould be called the Sons of God! 
and all his Sons are heirs . of _— Glo. 

D-. \dc © QI bg \ Fe" -Y on T4y" Con 
2, % "IP \ I 8 AS ; 
5, Lndraind the;Word,; nplian hueiring the 
Tefbb 65 if tins Fafa, 1» :Eph. 4:2.b,.25. \But 

aa wot. ſaadearned Chrift; if fo be chat ye 
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want; and how encouraging'"is the Rnowledg 
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bave heard him, and been taught by bim, as 
the Trutbnis . in” Fefus, To jknow 'the. Truth 


_ 25! it. bs Jeſus, © is-to] Know. Chrift ft himſelf; 


and all-Diwae Truths with reſpec? to Chriſt,” 
is the Cenfer in which al the Lines iin--Scrip» 


ture" meet; It God be' lookt upon / Without 16+ 


&þ to this Mediater:; the remembrance.of the 
#04 Righteons. and - Almighty  Febovals; 

; needs be terrible and” confounding 'to guils 

P land defiled Sinners. But' the Knowledgeiof 
God*i* Chriſt, is benefcjal»and reviving ; tar 
in Chriſt he is acceſſible, and a God' im. Cove 


of :Duty-; when we look'to Feſus, becyulc- in 
Chriſt we have aſſiſting Grare to ds" it fincere- 
ly; and\'when” tis thus done, in Him we have 
acceptance, 1 Per.2.5. Te alſo as twoely  flones 
are bailt up a Spiritual: Houſe, an ' Holy Prieff+ 
hood 30 offer up Spiritual” Sacrifices able to 
God by Feſws Chriſt, "Though the Houſe. be 
"Spiritual; though the Prieſt hood | be Holy, though 
the Sacrifice be Spiritual; yet "tis yot upon, their 
ow33, bar ' upon the” account of Feſus Co 


that they are accepteble.” Looking to Jeſus, 


we: may look upon © Sin and Mijery without 
S/may, nay with thankful Hearts'; for He 
ſaves from. þorb, (and through his an  abun- 


dant entrance edminifired into the 
#ns "Kingdom, He has not: learned-the | Word 


40 any"purpoſe, who does. 707 know. that Oheilt | 
*& all im m and fills 2 in all >... 
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6. : Learning the Word :of God, -implics. fee!- 
ing the Power and Efficacy of this Word ;:: till 
the Spirit. accompanies ir and- ſets jt. kime up- 
on. the 'Heart; and there is an experience; af 
its Power; the Word 1s not arighe:-learned, 
x'Theſſ. 1. 5, Onr Goſpel came. to you, « not'-im 
Word. imely, but im Power. alſo,, and in..the Ho-- 
Iy' Ghoſt | and in-:much Aſſurance. The Holy 
Ghoſt .made you ſenſible af. the 'Goſpely ..Ef- 

, "and its Efhicacy :affured you of .its' Di- 
wvinity, So 1 Theſſ..2. 13, 7s received it | not 
83s the: Word of men, but as it ws in Trutb-the 
Word of God, which worketh effefually im. you that 
believe, This Word" ſhews\its Power. in put- 
ling down ſtrong holds, in :cafting down. Jmagi- 
nations; ': and every high. thing that exalteth it 
ſelf againÞÞ. the Knawledp.of God ;, and in. bring- 
ing thoughts into. CpPtinty.. and. Obedience . to 
.Chnift,.\ 2: Cor, 10. 44'5, Fhe Spirit of God 
:wrought Signs. and Wonders and divers Mira- 
- 'Gles, according 10 bis own Will; for the 'Con- 
firmation 'of the Goſpel when firſt it was pub- 
liſhed 10 the World; and..theſe were pars -of 
the Spirit's Demonſtration of its Truth, . And 
: #iracles j- _ New: Creation - ceaſe not. to. be * 
wrought: ftil} by the ſame Spirit. The: Word 
ts made -- efteual. Aa make;the dead 
#7 Sin alrve to God, to: make 'the Blind, 3o ſee, 
and) the Larne to - walk in-:the Way, of Gods 


Commandments. 
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7, Leartiing the Word, implieg 
Hearty etbracing, what the WordAof- 
fers and Promiſes.” Mammon 'an@ 
| but wery ' poor- and mean” coffers and their Pro- 
miſes are deceitful, they can offer nothing but 
what is -temporal,” the things they boaſt of are 
onely' gobd' in appearance; and they quickly 
vaniſh away. Indeed . there is ſomething that 
is Ecernal, but *cis Eternal Wo and Miſery, 
that abides the worldly and 'the wicked ; bur 
this Saran.” ſtudiouſly endeavours ro conceal 
from thety, Whereas the offers of the Goſpel 
are great" and glorious, worthy of all accepra= 
tion, and by all to be accepted; the' Promi- 
ſes here are ſo firm, that they ſhall remain, 
when Heaven and Earth 1 ſhall paſs away, Plal. 
119, 152. Concerning thy Fefimonies, 1 have 
known of old, that. thou' baft founded them for 
ever, If the Children of men might have their 
wiſh, and would wiſh but wiſely; they would 
wiſh, for what the Word aflures to all Ac- 
cepters of ir, Here is juſtifying | Righteouſ- 
neſs for the guilty and Condemned ; here. is 
Healing, Sanctifying Grace for the Diſeaſed and 
Defiled ; here is Strength for the Weak, and 
Comfort for them thar are caſt down; and 
for "loſt Souls great and Everlaſting Salvati- 
on, '' How. can he be fſaid' to have learned the 
Word' of God; or to know when he is well 
offer'd-; by whom ſuch offers are refuſed ? 


8, Learn- 
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that che Law. 46: *anade- void by Faith, but 
eftabliſbed, Row. 3.31..Ds ' we thin by Faith, 
make woid the Lam, through Faith ? God. for- 
bid, yea we- eftabliſh the Law, , Chriſt the 
Churches Head .and 'Propher, ia his Sermon 
upon the Mount, 'thews; the extent of the, Law, 
requiring Purity in the Heart and Thoughts, 
as well as in the Life and Actions, condemns 
them who ſhall break the leaſt of theſe Commands 
ſhall teach-,men ſo 5 but thoſe: that teach 
ani do them, be. awns 81:great in bu Kingdom, 
Mat, 5.19. The Law ſpoken from Adegnt Si- 
ya is eſtabliſhed -by the Legiſlator Chriſt, ' in 
 Motins "Sion 68; 2 Rule of Righteouſneſs. And 
they who are rightly inſtructed, which walk 
| 2 accor- 
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according to this Rule, both Heart and» Com 
werſation. will be order'd according to its *Dis 
reQion,- i and Peace mi. Mercy: will be : upon 
;hem,- and :hereby they ſhew: themſelves indeed 
the Iſrael of. God ttt 33 5% » 


' 9. Learning the Word, implies a living in 
Expeation. and Hope 'of that Glory which'i1God 
in ba Word has revealed, Rom. 5. 2. By whows 
we have acceſs by Faith into this Grace where- 
in" we' ſtand, . aud rejoice in” Hope of the Glory 
of 'God, ' The Apoſtle tells that: our Saviour 
Jeſus '' Chtift harh abokſhed Dearth, and bath 
brought Life and Immortality to light by. the 
Goſpel. ' What Joy: is ſet before us to encou- 
rage patient continuance':in Faith and 'well-do- 
ing! Were it not for this z the Diſciples of 
Eh2ift wonld be of : all "wn moſt "miſerable ! 
1 Cor, 15+ T9, | Bur fince the-G/ory boped 'for 
is ſo ſure -hnd ear ; they are the onely 

ones in the World, He ' that learned the 
Word aright, Hedven 1s in his Eye ; there is 
his Hearc and Treaſure. He knows he can- 
not be perfetly Holy or Happy, till he come 
thither ; and when” once come there ; Holineſs 
and 'Happineſs will: be peife&t in depree ; and 
endleſs 1n - Duration, Nothing therefore can 
move -him away from the Hope 'of the Goſpel, 
He ' abides-in the Word,:-.and the Word in 
'bith ;.#hd funds faft in the Lord bimſelf, and 
at laſt receives, the -blefled-:Life char is: promi- 
ſed, 1 Fob, 2, 34, 25, Let that therefore abide 
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in: you” which ye chave heard | from" the begin- 
he: +. 5f that which ye. have beard > mr 
begiuning ſhall remain in, you ; ye. alſo. ſhall con- 
tinue:in the Son: and_ in'the Father's and ths 
* the Promiſe that he hath Promiſed us, even 
Eternal Life, 


find! if ol this be: implied in Learning, ehe- 
Ward: of God, i t 


. How. many ray Conſcience reproach. for ne- 
ver. having learned the Word to this. day ! 
Strangers they are 'to its Power, and. baters of 
its Purity, and moſt--fooliſhly and | wickedly 
neglect that Grace and/ Salvation, - which is 
there: tender'd to! them ! | 


; | Eg 

How many may Sigh for Sorrow, that they 

have learned the Word of God no better! that 

their Faith 1s no ſtronger, their delight in the 

Word of God no -greater!-' and that there are 
ſo many defects in their Obedience to it! 


How ſhould we all groan with earneſ# de- 
frres, that God Himſelf would be our Teacher, 
and -make us right Learners of his Word ! And 
if He is pleaſed to teach us, how Bleſſed, 
Holy, -and' Wiſe will his teaching make us ! 
and--/ach alſo we. ſhall continue; for that teach- 
ing will have @ Jafting effe& upon us, Pſal. 
LI9.:33, Teach me O Lord the Way of thy 
Statutes, and I ſhall Reep it unto the end. | 

a 
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In the. ſecond Place, I am to ſhew the Jn- 
fluence, that the Rod of God has to make his 
Word the better Learned. . 


1. The Rod of Aﬀiction awakeus the Con- 
ſcience. So that it is very punctual in doing 
irs Office; Conſcience being ſtartled cauſes fear 3 
Where there - was . too much . azconcernedneſs 
and ſtupidity before, The Conſciences of Fo- 
ſephs Brethren after the great Injury they did 
bim; lay in a deep ſep far many Years to» 
gether z but Diſtreſs and AfMiition awakened 
them, Ger, 42,21. They ſaid one to another, 
We are werily guilty concerning our Brother, in 
that we ſaw the anguiſh of his Soul, 2when he 
beſought us, and we would not bear ; therefore 
ts this diſtreſs .gome ups #5. Conſcience being 
awakened is. full of remorſe, - becauſe the Word 
of God has been obſerved/ with no more care. 
Conſcience alſo 1s ſtill urging, To the Law, 
and to the Teſtimony, This js the way to be 
freed fram iT'rouble, and to attain to Peace, 
P{al. 119; 4Q5, Great {Peace bawve they thas 
Love thy Law, Gal. 6,16, And as many as 
Wwaik according.to this Rule, Peace be on them, 
and Mercy, and, upon the Iſrael of God. 


2. The Rad of Afliftion, takes off frons 
worldly Buſneſs and . Diverſions ; and bereupon 
they that are aillifted, are at berre# leaſure to 
tan/iger . their ways, Reglck 7: 14, 1n the day of 


A deer . 
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Adverſity conſider, God is not to be complain» 
ed of for puniſhing Sin ; but men who are pu- 
niſhed | ſhould ſearch and try their ways and 
turn to Him, Lam. 3.39, 40, Inconſiderateneſs 
is ſpoken ot, as the occalion of a World of 
Wickedneſs, and *cis exclaimed againſt as very 
offenſive and inexcuſable, 7/a. 1.2, 3, Hear O 
Heavens and give ear O Earth, for the Lord 
bath ſpoken 5 I have nouriſhed and brought up 
Children, and they have rebelled againſt me 
The Ox knows his owner, and the Aſs bis Ma- 
fters Crib, but Iſrael doth not know, my Pec- 
ple doth not conſider ' Now the more any con- 
ſider what they do; the greater heed they 
will take to the Word of God; for this Word 
Counfels fafely; it  direts and leads in the 
way of Peace and Truth, and Life, Prov. 
6.23. For the Commandment s a Lamp, and 
the Law #« Light, end Reproofs of Inſtruftion 
ave the way of Life. 


| 3. The Rod of Afﬀiction brivgs God to ye- 
mnembrance, whoſe the Word is; and God being 
remembred, his Word is the more awfully re- 
garded. Moſt men' forget the. Lord all their 
days, Fer. 2.32. Can'a Maid forget her Or- 
naments ? or a Bride her attire-? yet my People 
have forgottew me days without number. And 
forgetting the Lord they forget themſelves, 
their Duty and their Intereſt. Afflition is a 

' means to bring God to mind; and his hand 
being lifted up, and there being a Rod in his 
hand ; 
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hand ; there is a more heedful looking into his 
Ward to know his Pleaſure, and what 1s the 
ground of his preſent diſpleaſure and contro= 
verlie, Foh was deſirous ro know his Tranſ- 
greſjion and Sin; and wherefore it was that 
God hid his Face and counted him for his E- 


nemy, Job 13.23, 24. 
4. The Rod of AfMidtion, brings [niquity to 


remembrance, which & contrary to the Word of 
God, The very firſt ſtroke of Correction, how 
of a ſudden has it opened mens Eyes, and mar- 
ſhalPd their Sins more terrible than an Army 
with Banners before them ! Pſal. 50, 21. 1 will 
reprove thee and ſet them in Order before thine 
Ejzes, Now the remembrance of Sin is a great 
ingredient in true Contrition and Repentance, 
which the Word of Gad ſo often calls for, 
Ezek. 36, 31, Then ſhall ye remember your 
evil ways, and doings that have not been good, © 
and ſhall loath your ſelues im your own ſight 
for your Iniquities and Abominations, To re- 
member Sin in Hell, will be ro remember Sin 
zoo late ; and the Eternal Remembrance of ir, 
and the Folly and Perverſeneſs in giving way 
to it ; will be a preat part of the Sinners 


. Eternal Torment. But to remember Sin, 


Affition; is very profitable ; how evident now 


'is the deceitfulneſs of it! All its pretences ' of 


Impunity, Gain, and Pleaſure ; are found alto- 
gether vain, This is One great Leſſon of the 
Rod, Sin cheats all its Servants, and quickly 
ends in Sorrow, H 2 5, The 
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5, The Rod of AﬀMidtion, brings Duty zo 
remembrance, which the Word of God requires . 
Omittion and neglect of Duty, and negligence 
in Duty, are then reflected on with grief; 
for if Duty had been more ſeriouſly and fre- 
quently performed, poſſibly the. ftroke might 
10t have been felt ; and ſuppoſe it bad; im-" 
proving of Ordinances might have furnifhed 
the Heart 'with wore Faith and Patience to 
have born it, And now ſays the Rod be bet- 
ter acqtamted with the Word, know thy Du- 
ty, and from what Primciple thou art to act; 
after what manmer, and to What end, Act 
from Spiritual Life, let Faith work by Love; 
and the more there is of the Heart and will, 
in Obediences *ts the better; and let it be rhe 
conſtar,t deſign, that God in all things may be 
glorified through TFeſus Chriſt, Þ Pet. 4, 11, Af- 
ficon vehemently urges unto praftical God- ' 
lineſs,. and unto walking in newneſs of Life, 
Doers of "the Word are bleſſed in their deed, 
whereas thoſe Profeflours are Self-deceivers, who 
ſatisfie themſelves with a .Fairh which Works 
not, but is dead, Jam. 1, 22. But be ye doers 
of the Word, and hot hears only deceiving your 
own ſelves. V. 25, Whoſo looketh into the 

| perf Law of Liberty, and continueth therem, 
be being not @ forgetful hearer, but a doer of 
-of Work ; this man ſhall be bleſſed im bs 
©ed. | 
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6, The Rod of Aiffition brings Death to 
remembrance, and Deajh brings the Might, 
when the Work, which the Word of God 
calls for, can be done no wore, Joh, 9, 4... I 
mA work the Works of him that [ent me while 
"tis day, "the night cometh when no man can 
works When a man ſerioully mediates on 
Death, how wiſe will it make. him! he will 
number his days aright, and ds the Work for 
which time and days are given him, P/al. 
9O. I2. Teach us ſo to number our days, that 
we may apply our Hearts to Wiſftm. 


And if Death be brought to remembrance 
by Afﬀiittion; Judgment which "follows at the 
heels of Dcath will alſo be thought of. And 
this Judgment will be according to the Word 
of God, for this Book among athers will be 
opened at the grear day ; and Sentence pal-*d 
according to. it, Fob. 12.4.8. The Word which 
I have (poke. the ſame ſhall judge  bim at the 
loſt day. The Canfideration of a future Judg- 
ment how willfit- quicken to the ſtudy, ſearch, 
and Braftiſe of the Word! If the Word now 
bind thee,  becauſs of thy Vubelief and Impeni- 
zency in Sinz thou art bound in Heawves., If the 
Word :zow condemns thee; continuing as. than 
art; the Judge alſo will moſt certainly con- 
_demn.. thee, But if the Word at preſent dees 
acquit. thee, the Judge alſo wall _ abjotve thee. 
If the Word pronounces thee bleſſed, becauſe 

| H 3 Poor 
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Poor in Spirit, Mech, a Mourner for Sin, one 
that hungers arid thirſts after Righteouſneſs, be- 
cauſe pure in Heart, a Peace-maker, and one 
that is willing to ſuffer Perſecution for Righte- 
ouſneſs ſake ; rather thaw ceaſe the Prattice 
of Righteouſneſs, Mar, F, 8 Being thus 
pronounced Bleſſed by the' Word; Our Lord 
will never contradid& himſelf s but ar {Jak will * 
ſay to thee, Come thou Bleſſed of my Father 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for thee from the 
Foundation of the World, Mat, 25. 34. 


I come in' the Jaft place to the - Applicati- 
07, | 

USE I. Of Information: From the DoCtrine 
we may learn ſeveral uſeful Lefſons. 


1, We may: be inſtructed concerning the 
eyd of Aﬀidtion;, which x our truer Kijowled 
aud Holineſs. The Rod ſends us to the Word 
from ' whence Wiſdows comes, Prov. 2. 6, For 
the Lord giveth Wiſdom, ont of bu Mouth 
eometh Knowledg. and Underſtanding. And this 
Word is the Word not onely of Wiſdom but 
of Grace alſo; a means to work, and to in- 
creaſe it; until tis perfected in Glory, AF, 
20, 32. And now Brethren 1 comment you to 
God and to the Word of his Grace, which « 
able to build you up, and to give you an Inhe- 
ritaence among ' all them that are ſand#ified. | 


2, God 
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2, God is very much provoked when his 
Word is contemyued ; therefore he afflifts that 
his Word may be regarded; ſurely then a dif: 
regard to it angers him. *'Tis great Condeſ- 
cenſiorr in God to ſpeak te man ; *'as great 
kindneſs to ſpeak to man for his own good ; 
but when man ſhall neither regard his own 
good, nor the Lords condeſcending kindnels ; 
this very. much incenſes - God againſt him, 
The Apoſtles Caution 1s very ſtri, and with - 
a great deal of Reaſon, Heb. 12.25, See that 
ye refuſe not him that ſpeaketh ; for if they 
eſcaped mat who refuſed bim that ſpake on 
Earth 5, much more ſhall not we eſcape, if we 
turn away from Fhm that ſpeaketh from Heaven, 
When lighter AMi&ions © are ineffectual to 
make - men-ſtand in ewe of the Word of God; 
deſolatigg Judgments many times follow , 
2. Chron. 26, 16. But they mocked the Meſ- 
ſengers of God, and deſpiſed his Words, and 
miſuſed his Prophets, until the Wrath of the Lord 
aroſe againſt. his People, till there was no re- 
 medy, 


3. When God 1s very angry; a believing 
Subjefhtbn to bis Word is the way to have his 
Wrath appeaſed, Indeed nothing fatisfies the 
Juſtice oft God, but Chriſts Sacrifice of him- 
* ſelf upon the Croſs for Sin; nothing Merits 
the favour of God; but the Obedience and 
Sufferings of his Dear Son, But yet Obedi- 

| H 4. ence 
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ence to the Word of God, is like taking a- 
way the fewel from the fire, whereby the hire 
1s extinguiſhed, when according to the Word, 
we ceaſe ro do evil, and learn to doi wells 
the ground of Gods controverſie is at an end, 
It was a dreadful Propheſie, yet forty days and 
Nineveh ſhall be deftrojed. This Word was _ 
believed, and as it was a loud call ro Repen- 
rance ; ſo that call was anſwered and obeyed; 
ir iſſued well, the: Ninevites repent of their 
wickedneſs, God repents of his Anger, and 
does not pour it Upon them, Fox. 3,10. And 
God ſaw their Works, that they turned from 
their evil "ways; and God repented of the evil 
that he - had ſaid, that he would do unto them, 
and- did it not, | 


4. When God lets Sinaers alone in a wic- 
hed neglect} of his Word, without affliting themw, 
"its to be feared, he intends they ſhall dy with- 
oat Wiſdom, Gyds forbearing to afflift; 1s ſome- 
times an Argument of preat diſpleaſure, Ifa, 
1. 5. Why ſhould ye be ſtricken any more? ye 
will fell revolt more and mere, And being 
ſtricken no more, they are the more hardned 
from his fear; mill at laſt ws Fiſhes are taken 
in an evil Net ; and as Birds are cught-in 
the Snare; fo theſe Sinners are ſnared in an - 
evil time; when i falleth ſuddenly upon them. 
Ecclef. 9.1%. 70 


| 5. Saints which are nor exerciſed with Af- 
Ee | fiiftion, 


The Good of Affliftion. rog 


flition, had need to be very careful, that gent« 
ler methods which are uſed, be effefinal to their 
Progreſs in Grace and Holineſs, *T'is found 
harder to know how to abound, than how to 


want; more difficule ro ayoid the Snares of 


Proſperity, than to overcome the Temptations / 
of Adverfity, Hence that Caution, Der. 8. 


"10, 11. When thou haſt eaten and art full, be- 


ware that thou forget not. the Lord thy God, 
in not keeping his Commandments, and bis fudge 
ments, and his Statutes which . I command thee 
ths day. If you ſeldom feel the Rod ; but 
onely fair means are uſed; Oh admire Divine 


goodneſs, and with great care take heed to 


his Word, being very thanktul and fruitful 
together, And if in the height of Proſperity, 
where neither frown 1s ſeen in Gods face, nor 
blow felt from his hand, He is with Joy re- 
membred and ſerved; this Obedience is with 
great evidence of Simcerity and Uprightneſs, 


' 6. Saints who after feel the Rod of Afliftion 
ſhould have @ more than ordinary regard to the 
Word of God, They ſhould tremble at it, for 
God has a ſpecial regard ts them that tremble 
at his Word, Ifa. 66. 2. And they ſhould re- 
Joice with trembling; is it, Saints who are 
trequently chaſtiſed , are intruſted with the 
more Talents, and ſhould improve them ac- 
cordingly. Another day we ſhall be called to 
account, what Benefit we bave received by Af 
Piftions ; as well as how we have profited under 

Orat- 
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Ordinances, Frequent Troubles ſhould make 
our Conſciences more tender, Sin by the blows 
of the Rod ſhould be ffruck more dead; we 
ſhould live more as Pilgrims 0n Earth, our Eye 
ſhould be more upon the Heavenly Inheritance; 
and the Apple of our Eye ſhould not: be kepr 
with greater cbarineſs, than we keep the Word 


of God, Prov, 7. 2. Keep my Commandments 


and live, and my Law as the Apple of thine 
Eye, | 


USE II, Of Counſel to All to incline their 
Ears and apply their Hearts to learn the Word 
of God, That you may attain to this' Learn- 
pg ( incomparably the rrueſt and beſt Learn- 
ing in the World )) is the defign' of Preach- 
mg ; and you ſee *cis the delign of Afiifting 
Prowidences, And Mercies are beſtowed with 
the ſame intent, Pſal. 105.45, All the deli- 
verances wrought for J/rael, God wrought 
them to this end, 'That they might obſerve bis 
Statutes, and keep bs Laws, That Wiſdom, 
which is ro be tound in the Word of God, 
is a Treaſure more valuable than all the Trea- 
ſores on Earth; and this Treaſure les deep ; 
bur 'ris highly worth ſearching tor. And there- 
fore Solomon ignifies to us, that we ſhould 
ſeek for it, as for Silver, and ſearch for it as 
for hid Treaſures, Prov... 4, If thou ſeekeſt her 
as Silver, and ſearcheft for her as for hid Trea- 
fares ; then ſhalt thou underfland the fear of the 
Lord and find the Knowledge of God. Nay 


this 


LINA 
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this Word of God is not only your Treaſure ; 
bur *ris as much as your Life 1s worth, to 
negle& this Word of God, Deut, 32. 46, 47. 
Set your Hearts unto all the Words, which [ 
teſtifie among you this day, for it is not a vain 
thing for you, for it 1s your Life. 


Here I ſhall anſwer rwo Queſtions, and fo 
conclude this Diſcourſe, | 


The Firſt is, Which Way this Learning wn 
the Word of God may be attained * 


The Second 1s, What are ſufficient and com- 
fortable Ewidences; that the Word of God is 
truly Learned ? | 


The Firſ# Queſtion is, Which Way this 
Learning in the Word of God may be attained? 
Unto this I Anſwer, 


I, Let every Rod you feel cauſe a ftrifer 
ſearch into the Word, - * Tis part of the Rods 
Language, Toke; lege ;, take the Word, . and 
Read, and be better acquainted with it, The 
Rod 1s uſed in Grammar Schools z that Au- 
thors there may be more diligently Studied. 
God uſes his Rod in his own School ; that his 
Book the Holy Bible may be the better under- 
ſtood and prattiſed, There is not any fit 
&ion , but it ought to be lookt upon as an 


Admonition to take greater heed to the Holy 
| Scrip- 
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Scripture, which # profitable for DofFrine, for Re- 
proof, for Correftion, for Inſiruttion in Righteouſneſs, 
that the Man of God may be perfett, throughly 
furniſhed unto all good works, 2 Tim. 3, 16, 17, 


2. Be ſenſible, that rrne and ſaving Know- 
ledge is from above, therefore aik it from | 
thence, Jam. 1. 5, If any of you lack Wiſdom, 
let bim as it of Gods, who piues to all men 
liberally without upbraiding'; and it ſhall be pi- 
wen him, And V.17. Every good and perfett 
Gift is from above, and cometh down from the 
Father of Lights, And as God ts the Father 
of Lights, fo his Spirit 18 the Spirit of Wil- 
dom and Revelation, Eph, 1. 17, 18, He en- 
lis htens the Eyes of the Underſtanding, and. puts 
faving Rnowledge into the Heart. What an 
Inflrufter is the Spirit of the Lord! He not 
onely reveals Gods Counſel; but gives an 
Heart to apprehend it, and to be anſwerably 
affeted with ir, He not onely ſpeaks the 
Word, which it does ſo infinitely concern all 

to know 3 but he gives allo the Ear 70 bear, 
_ the Eye to ſee, and the Heart to underſtand. 


2. Reſolve when Inſtrufled to Praiſe your 
Isftruffer, thus does the Plalmiſt Purpoſe and 
Promiſe, P[a/. 119.7. 1 will Praiſe thee, with 
wprightneſs of Heart, when I ſhall. have learned 
thy Righteous Fudoments, How joyful was the 
Hallelujah ! when the Pſalmiſt had faid ; He 
giveth bis Word unto Jacob, bis Statutes js 
x is 


LIMI 
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bis Tudoments to the Children. of Iſrael, Pal. 
147. 19, 20. And Pſal. i119, 164, Seven 
times a day do 1 Praiſe thee, becauſe of thy 
Ripbteous Fudgments, And V, 62, He had 
ſaid, upon the fame account, he would ariſe 
at midnight and grve thanks anto God, 


4, Look unto Feſus in whom are hid all 
the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, Col, 
2. 2. Chriſt 1s the Churches Lawgiver and 
Prophet. 'He declares the Father, whom no 
man at any time hath ſeen, and »o an know- 
erh the Father, but the Son, and he to whom 
the Son ſball reveal him, Mar. 11. 17, He 
opens the Eyes and Ubderſtanding to under-* 
ſtand the Scripture, Luk, 24. 45. The Goſpel 
1s as It were a Sealed Book, till he opens its 
a right underſtanding of che Things of God, 
and which belong to your Peace, is both Chrifts 
Purchaſe; and the Work and Efe&# of bis ils 
luminating Spirit, | 


5, Pray much for AMeekneſs and Humility ; 
and let not any deceitful Iuff be harboured itt 
the Heart, A Promiſe of Guidance is made 


'to the Meck and Lowly, Pſal. 25. 8, 9. Good 


and upright # the Lord, tberefore will be teach 
Stnmers m the way, the Meek will he puide in 
Fudpment, and the Meek will be teach his Way. 
Make no Proviſion for any fiefhly or worldly 
Enfts, for theſe Luffs of the Heart influence 


. the Head; and hinder the Light from ſhining. 


there 
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there ſo clearly and powerfully, both 4nd 
and Conſcience by fulfilling - theſe Luſfts will be 
defiled, The Apoſtle plainly intimates, that he 
old man muſt be put off which w corrupt ac- 
cording to deceitful Luſts; or elſe we can ne- 
wer be renewed in the Spirit of our Mind, 
Eph. 4.22, 23. In ſhort, be willing to know 
the Truch, that you may be fanctified by 
the Truth, Look into the perfeff Law of 
Liberty ; and count you, walk moſt at Liberty ; 
when you walk moſt accurately and exattly 
according to this Law, Cry for Knowledge 
in. Order to Aﬀection and Practiſe ; that's the 
Way .to attain to great underſtanding in the 
Word of Righteouſneſs, Talents you ſhall ſtill 
be intruſted with, when you are thus ready 
to 'Trade with them, 


The Second Queſtion follows, I, hat are 
[efficient and comfortable Evidences, that the 
Word of God is truly Learned? 


; What has been ſpoken already may be in 
part an Anſwer to this Queſtion, But that 
this great Caſe may be more fully reſolved ; 
I ſhall add theſe Particulars, - 


x. You have truly Learned the Word. of 
God, . when you ſtand in awe of it, When 
Conſcience does urge, and the whole man does 
reverence the Words Authority. And * the 
Heart concludes, that God muſt be obeyed what- 

ever 


\Mf 
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| ever come on't, and that mrhing can excuſe 


diſobedience to his Commands, This Holy awe 
of | the Word muſt break the force of the 
ſtrongeſt Temptations from worldly Gain, and 
finfa! Pleaſures; and ir muſt Swallow up the 
fear of the preateſt Men, who will diſlike you 
for the ſake of Righteoufneſs, P/X, 119, 161, 
Princes have perſecuted me without a cauſe ; 
but my Heart ſtandeth in awe of thy Ward. 
Princes commands and threats are not ſo much 
to be mindsd, as Gods commands, and the 
threatnings wherewith they are enforced, When 


| Princes have inflited "Temporal Dz-ath; they 


are come 'to their Ne plus ultra, they can go 
no further ; Eternal Life and Death are not 
in their Power; but how is God to be fan- 
ified and dreaded, who can reward, or pu- 
nilh for ever in the World to come! 


2. You have truly Learned the Word of 
God, when you preferr it before all things, 
which are really of leſs value. Worldly Wit- 
dom, Riches, Might, and earthly 'Greatneſ*, 
are very deſpicable, compared with that Know- 


| ledge of God, which this Word is a means to 


convey to us, Fer. 9.23, 24, Thus ſaith the 
Lord, let not the wiſe man Glory in bis Wiſe 
dom, - neither let the mighty man Glory in bis 
Might; let not the rich man Glory in his Ri- 
ches. But let hims that glorieth, Glory in this, 
that he underftandeth and . knoweth Me, See 


how the Policy of the greateſt Potentates on | 


Earth 


| 


| 
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Exrth is diſparaged in Cotnpariſon of Scriptit- 
ral Wiſdom, . and not without ſufhtient Rea- 
fon. "The Policy of Princes, - and themſelves 
periſh together. Burt Believers who are made 
wile by the Word of God,. do mind, and at- 
rain unto, and ſhall be unmoveably pofleſs'r 
of, an Eternal Glory and Kjngdom, 1 Cor. 2. 
6,7. Howbeit we ſpeak Wiſdom among them 
that are prirfett, yet not the Wiſdom of this 
World, nor of the Princes of this World, which 
| Come to noughtz but we ſpeak the Wiſdom of 
God in a Myſtery; even the hidden Wiſdom, 
which God ordamed .before the World unto our 
Glory, In my Text the Pſalmiſt baving ſaid, 
*Tis good for me that I bawe been afflifted, 
preſently exprefles his Eſtimation of the Word, 
above thouſands of Gold and Silver, If the 
Word has an higher Room in your Fudgwents 
end Aﬀeflions after Aﬀfliftion, AﬀiGtion has cer- 
tainly done you good, and you have learned the 


Word to good purpoſe, 


3. You have truly Learned the Word of 
God ; if you Love and Delight therein, and 
make it your continual Meditation, Pſa), 119. 
15,16, 1 will Meditate in thy Precepts and 
bave reſpeft unto thy Ways, 1 will delight 1y 
ſelf in thy Statutes, I will not forget thy Word. 
Here :are excellent Rules, and. they that walk 
.by them are perfefted wore and more; for they 
become more glorioufly like t0 God -himſelf ; 
here are cl-ap and fafe Ways 5, Promiſes of 


the 


the good things of Time, fo far as they aregood 
for any of "you; and of the infinitely better 
things of Eternity, All this may be well mat- 
rer of great delight, The more you love the 
Word, the greater will be your Peace, and 
you will hold on in the beft ways without 
offence or ſtumbling, Pſal. i119. 165. Great 
Peace bave they that love thy Law, and nothing 
ſhall offend them. | 


. 4, You © have truly learned the Word of 
God, when | you keep it both in Hears and 
Life, Not to keep it in the Life, is a {can 
dalous contempt of the Word ; not to keep it 
in the Heart, though there be a ſpecious form 
and ſhew of Religon, is but demure and abo- 
minable Hypocrifie, It the Word be in your _ 
Hearts, how. will it as nouriſhing Food well 
concotied there make you ſtrong in Spirit! It 
will make your Hearts both clzan and corpfor- 
table, and as a powerful Antidote expel Sins 
Poyſon, Plal, 119. 11. Thy Word have { bid in 
my Heart, that 1 might not Sin"againft Thee, 
Let not Sin, but the Word Reign in your Mor- 
zal Body, that none of the Members of it 
may. be defiled and debaſed in wicked Works 
and Services, Prize all the Ordinances and 
Inſtiturions of the Word of God; negle& none 5 
be meghgent in none, The more theſe are 
prized and uſed, the greater Reaſon you will 
ſee: to perfiſt in the uſe' of them, for the great- 
er. ſpiritual Benefit will ſenſibly be reaped. 

| T'tias 
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That Noble *Pair, had: learned the Word in- 
deed, of whom "it was faid, ''Luk,'1.6, And 
they were both righteous before God, walking in 
all the Commandments and ' Ordinances of the 
Lord 'blameleſs, 


5. You have truly learned the Word of 
God, when your care # to commend- it and to. 
adorn it in all things, The more this Word 
is in your Mouths, the more Edifying will 
your Diſcourſe be, Speak much of "this Word 
and for it, nay if you ſpeak 'much of it as 
it 185 you -will ' fpeak for it, for the Word 
will commend it ſelf, Mind thoſe Injun@Mions, 
Eph. 4.29. Let no corrupt Communication pro- 
ceed out of your Mouths, but that which 'is 
good to the uſe of Kadifying, and which may 
adminiſter Grace to the hearers, And Dent.6. 
6, 7. Theſe Words, which I command thee this 
day, (ball be in thy Heart ; and thou ſhalt 'talk 
of them, when thou fitteſt in thy Houſe ; "and - 
when thou waltkeff by the way ; when thou lieſ? 
down ; and "when thou” tifeſ up. How can it 
be ſaid the Word has been entertained in your 
Hearts ; if you are not ready- to conjmend' it 
that it may have a Room in the Hearts of 
others? And let not your Commendation of 
the Word. be verbal onely but real. Let 
your -Converſations ever become the'-Gdſpel , 
Live ſuitably to fuch a pure; Holy and*Hea- 
venly Word, "and wa!k worthy of God" who 
by this Ward b#s called 'you to his "Kingdom 
"2d Glory, 3 Thef, 2.12, 6, You 


— 


6. You have truly learned the Word of 
God, when you do every things by its Dire@li- 
01, not onely your Duty towards Gad, bur 
your Duty towards Man, In all your ways, 
God is to, be eyed and acknowledged, that by 
his Word your Paths may be direfted, Prov. 3. 6, 
Trade muſt be ranaged by the Word, and the 
rules of Truth and Juſtice and Equity laid down 
there ; this. is the way to grow Rich with a 
Bleſſing, and - without the Addition of Sorrow, 
A Family muſt be orderd 'by this Word; 
and all the Members of Families, and. the Go- 
vernours of them, muſt learn their Relative 
Daties from the Word of God, Recreations 
muſt be regulated hereby, elſe there may 
' quickly be a forgetting of God, an exceſſive de- 
light 'in them; and roo great -an expence of 
precious time, Nothing can be well done, if 
the Word be not regarded in the doing of it, 
#nd nothing can be il; done or miſcarry, under 
the Words Conduct. | 


7. You have truly learned the® Word of 
God, if you never depart from it. Pcrſevering 
in Obedience will prove you 4an%s waturus gn- 
aeed Diſciples, John, 8:31, TFejus ſaid to thoſe 
Jews, who believed in bim;, if ye continue in 
my. Word, then are ye my Diſciples indeed. 
F'his:ſhews the Lord himſelf bas been your 
"Teacher, and is teaching you ſtill and ſtrength- 
ning you- together, P/al. 119,33, Teach me O 

L 2 Lord 
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Lord the way of thy Statutes, and I ſhall keep 
$120 the end, And. 102. he ſays, I have not 
departed from thy Fudgments "for thou baft 

. Faught me. Stick unto his Teſtimonies, and 
eleave unto the Lord with ſuch a Reſolution 

| as neither Mammon, Sin, nor Satan «may ever 

p ', ſhake. You can never change your Lord or 

" his Service, but you muſt change infinitely for - 
| the worſe; therefore be fedfaſt, unmoveable, 
| always abounding in his work. Though the 

Mountains depart, and the Hills be removed ; 
yet do you abide with God, and ffand faſt mn 
| tbe Fauth unto the Death; that you may re- 

ceive the Promiſed Crown of Life, and wear 
1t for evermore, 


.FINIS. 


. _ERRATA, 


Ape 49. line 16, for broken read troden, p. 
P F3- L. 9. f. in 7, 25s, p- 56. l, 29. f. the 7, yet, 
þ- 64. L. 16, f. diligent r. vigilant, p#76;4. 17. 
| f. undenied 7. underived, p. 77. /, 124f. Tabb 
7, Fable, | | 


Books Printed for, and ſold by Tho. Park: 
hurſt, a? the Bible aud Three Crowns 
in Cheapſide, near Mercers Chapel. 


Pody of practical Divinity conſiſting of a- 
/ \ boye 176 Sermons on the lefſer Catechiſm 
compoſed by the Reverend Afembly of Divines at 
Weſtminſter, with a Supplement of ſome Sermons 
on ſeveral "Texts of Scripture, by Tho. Watſon for- 
merly Miniſter of St. Stephens Walbrook, Printed 
from his-own hand writing, recommended by ſe- 
- veral Miniſters to Maſters of Families and others, 
Synodicon in Gallia Reformata, or the Acts, De- 
crees, Deciſions, Canons of the Reformed Church- 
es in France, Being 1, A moſt faithful and impar- 
tial Hiftory of the riſe, growth, perfeftion and de- 
cay of the Reformation in that Kingdom, with its 
fatal Cataſtrophe upon the revocation of the Edict 
at Nants in the year 1685, 2, The Confeſſion of 
Faith and Diſcipline of thoſe Churches, 3. A Col- 
lefion of Speeches, Letters, Sacred Politicks, Caſes 
of Conſcience,and Controverſies in Divinity deter- 
mined .and reſolved by. thoſe Grave Afſemblies. 
4. Many excellent expedients for preventing and 
healing Schiſms in the Churches and for re-uniting 
the diſmembred Body of divided Proteftants,5.The 
Laws, Government and Maintenance of the Col- 
_ ledges, Univerſities, and Miniſters, together, with 
their Exerciſe of Diſcipline upon delinquent Mini- 
ſters and Church Members. 6. A Recard of very 
many illuſtrious Events of Divine Providence rela- 
ting 
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. - ting.to thofe Churches. The whole. colle&ed and 
compoſed out of the Original Manuſcript Atts of 

thoſe. renowned Synods,a work never before extant 
in any Language, 'in' two Vol. by Fohy Quick, 
&c,. Fol. 

The Sure Merciesof David : Or, a rakd 

t of /Heart-rreaſure, Wherein is containedithe 
ſam and ſubſtance of Goſpel-mercies putchaſed by . 
Chriſt, and Promiſed i in the Covenant of Grace,to- 
gether with the ſeveral ways how they are made 
ſire'to all the Heirs of Promiſe, and'how they are 
to be improved for the Saints Fort and. Defence, 
Settlement ' and Incouragement in ſhaki 
 backfliding times. - By O: _—_ v 
| Cloſet-prayer a Chriſtian Duty,;"Or, a 'Trea- 
tife upon Mat. 6, 6: By O. Hoywlod: 

Baptifmal Bonds renewed, Being ſome Medita- 
tions upon Pſal. 50.5, By O.;"H, M. A: 

Meetneſs for Heaven promoted in ſome brief 
Meditations upon Colo. 1.12. Diſcovering the na- 
ture and neceffiry of habitual and actual :Meetneſs 
for Heaven here, in all that hope for Heaven 
hereafter, By O, H. 

An Epiſtolary Diſcourſe on the great affſtances 
to a Chriſtians Faith,and fora more [ntire Reſt and 
Afurance in the higheſt Trials arid Adventures 


.__ therevpf: With a Second Part, upon the Preſent 


Times,and theſe rare Vieiflitudes of Providence in 

the Pablick State of Britain in this Age, To which 

an Appendix is adged 1 in the Clge, By R. Fleming. 
A Diſcourſe of 'Earthquakes; as they areSuper- 


natural and Premonitory Signs to a Nation; 3 With . 
2 
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a reſpe& to what hath occurred in this Year 1692, 
And ſome ſpecial RefleQions thereon, As alſo on 
that Security and Aſſurance of,Mind, which 3s at- 
rainable in the Light and Power of Religion, un- 
der the greateſt Surprizals and Terrors of: Senſe, 
With ſome Enquiry upon the Grounds, both of 
our Fears and Hopes, as to the publick State of 
the Church of Chriſt in this Day. By the” Author 
of the Fulfilling of the Scriptures, 1 


The Confirming Work of Religion : Ocr' its 
Great Things made plain, by their Primary Evi- 


dences and Demonſtrations. Whereby the meaneſt 


in the Church, may ſoon be made abie to render a 


Rational accountiaf their Faith, Written by R. 


Fleming, Author of the- Fulfilling of the Scrip- 
tures. ; | : | | 
A Defence of Mr. 2, H's. Brief Enquiry into 


the Nature of Schiſm, and the Vindication of it. 


With RefleCtions:npon a Pamphlet called the Re- 
view, @&c, And a Brief Hiſtorical Account of Non- 
conformity, from the Reformation to this Preſent 
Time, $f | =] 
England's Alarm : Being an account of God's 
moſt Conſiderable Diſpenſations of Mercy .and 
Judgment towards theſe Kingdoms for Fourteen 
Years laſt paſt. And alſo, of the ſeyeral ſorts of 
Sins and Sinners therein 3 Eſpecially the Murmu» 


. Ters againſt the Preſent Government. With an 


Earneft Call to fpeedy Humiliation, Supplication 
and Reformation, - as the Chief Means of Profpe- 
ring their Majeſties Counſels and Preparations. 
Dedicated to the Ring and Queen. 
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A Sb \ Pidached at ie Funeral of the Re- 
end Mr. Thomas Shewell, Maſter of Arts, and 
iniſter of the Gaſpel in Coventry. Who went up 
| well into the Pulptt, "Fer, 15. and having Pray- 
ed, and Named the Text, Rom, 5. 12; was ſci- | 

Apoplexy, and dyed within a few | 
Dia Tongue, Miniſter of the Go- 


T1 Good pf { Early Obedience. By M. Head, | 
A Practical Expo. on the 1 20- Pſains 
The Grace and Daty of being Sp ritus 
ed, | 
"Mp The Declaration of the Glorious Miſtory of the 
= Perſon of Chriſt, Theſe three by F, Owen, D. D. 
=. Redemption of Time, the-Duty and Wiſdom 7% 
of Chriſtians 3 in evil days, By S. Wade Miniſter | 


at Hamerſmith. 

The Vanity of Man, being a Diſcourſe, fitted | 
for Funeral occaſions. By S. Shaw. ”» 

Several Diſcourſes concerning the actual Provi- | 
dence of God in three Parts. 

Above one hundred Sermons on the Canticles. 
"Theſe two by the Reverend Fohbn Collings, D. D. 

of Norwich, "5 | 


